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HELICOPTER HELP – A fire off of Spud Lane in rural Fort 
Benton near Bureau of Land Management property burned 
220 acres on Thursday, July 25. “This fire was especially hard 
to fight due to the difficult terrain,” said Fort Benton Assistant 
Fire Chief Jared Vielleux. A helicopter from the Department 
of Natural Resources and Conservation out of Helena re-
sponded, along with Fort Benton, Loma and Carter volunteer 
fire stations. The Highwood Volunteer Fire Department was 
on standby across the Missouri River. Local farmers also re-
sponded with their own water trucks. It is believed electrical 
problems with a water pump started the fire. Fort Benton fire-
fighters were on scene from 2:30 to 10:30 p.m. BLM officials 
stayed overnight to monitor the area.       Jared Vielleux photo

WILD DIVE – Teagan Reimer sprawls in the air as he jumps off the low dive at the Fort Ben-
ton City Pool during the family and community swim night fundraiser for the Fort Benton Ga-
tors Swim Team on Monday, July 29. The Gators raised over $1,000 in donations to support 
their program. Kids from Fort Benton, two visiting from Florida and one visiting from Idaho 
participated in the pool activities.                        Bethany Monroe DeBorde photo

MOVIE IN THE MAKING – Hollywood actor and director Ed Harris poses with his associates 
in front of the Chouteau County Sheriff’s Office last Wednesday, July 24. Harris visited Fort 
Benton to seek out possible settings for his upcoming movie, “The Ploughmen,” which he 
plans to shoot in 2020. From left, set designer Waldemar Kalinowski, producer Robert Knott, 
Chouteau County Sheriff’s Deputy Eric Visocan and director Ed Harris.          Zach Meyer photo 

READY TO BREW – Brandon Roberts of Golden Triangle Brew Co. pours wheat into a water 
tank to soak at his new brewery inside the Wake Cup Coffee House. This procedure is part of 
the beginning stages of brewing his Shepweizen American Wheat beer. Roberts received his 
state brewery permit on July 22, allowing him to start operations. He hopes to have Golden 
Triangle beers ready to serve the public by Aug. 17.         Zach Meyer photo

By Zach Meyer
Montana Shakespeare in the 

Parks will bring “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor” to Old Fort Park in 
Fort Benton on Thursday, Aug. 8 
at 6 p.m.

T h i s  s u m m e r,  M o n t a n a 
Shakespeare in the Parks is 
performing “Henry IV, Part One” 
and “The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
in communities in Montana, Idaho, 
North Dakota, Washington and 
Wyoming. All performances are 
free.

“The goal is to bring free, live, 
professional theatre to underserved 
rural communities,” said Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks’ Executive 
Artistic Director Kevin Asselin, 
who is directing “Henry IV.”

They hired professional actors 
from all over the U.S., hosting 
auditions in Bozeman, Chicago, 
Houston and Minneapolis. This 
summer’s touring cast includes 
11 actors.

“The desire is to reach for the 
highest aesthetic bar as we can 
reach,” Asselin said.

Montana Shakespeare in the 
Parks is in its 47th season and 
the tour has been coming to Fort 
Benton for more than 30 years.

“I’m really proud of the fact 
that this is our most diverse group 
of actors in Shakespeare in the 
Parks. It has a really strong cultural 
presence,” Asselin said. “There 
are also six actors from previous 
tours, so there is a great sense of 
familiarity.”

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
is one of William Shakespeare’s 

comedies and features duels, deceit 
and attempted seduction. Sir John 
Falstaff sets out to fool two clever 
women, but it turns out that the 
joke is on him.

“It’s a complex text.  Very 
much a product of its times,” 
said the show’s director, Marti 
Lyons, a freelance director based in 
Chicago. “My team and I decided 
on setting the play in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s.”

Audience members can bring 
chairs or picnic blankets for seating 
and enjoy the free show.

Starting at 5 p.m. in Old Fort 
Park, food vendors will offer 
dinner options for the Taste of Fort 
Benton. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
coming to Old Fort Park Aug. 8
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By Zach Meyer
Hollywood actor and director Ed 

Harris spent time in Fort Benton 
last week, scouting the area for a 
new film he plans to shoot in 2020.

Harris was accompanied by 
producer Robert Knott and set 
designer Waldemar Kalinowski. 
Harris and crew were scouting for 
the movie, “The Ploughmen,” an 
adaptation of the novel written by 
Montana author Kim Zupan.

“I liked the story and thought 
it could work,” said Harris, who 
wrote the screenplay based on the 
novel. “And the more I spent time 
with it, the more I liked it because 
of the characters, and it’s a really 
good story.”

“The Ploughmen” is Zupan’s 
debut novel. It is set in northcentral 
Montana and tells the story of 
a deputy sheriff officer ’s odd 
relationship with an imprisoned 
killer.

“My wife read a review of it in 
the New York Times and read it. 
She then referred it to me,” Harris 
said. “After I read it, I found out the 
rights were available and I briefly 
talked to Kim about it and then 
optioned it.”

Harris wants to stay as true to 
the book as possible by shooting 
much of the film in Montana and 

keeping the script as close to the 
novel as possible.

“I wrote a script based on the 
story, and then started altering 
things that I felt cinematically 
would help. It’s still the same story, 
but there are a few differences,” 
Harris said.

Harris has a longstanding career 
in Hollywood, appearing in movies 
such as “Apollo 13,” “The Rock,” 
“The Abyss” and “The Truman 
Show.” He currently appears in 
the TV show “Westworld.” In 
2007, Harris directed the movie 
“Appaloosa,” which he co-wrote 
with producer Robert Knott, 
but since then other directing 
opportunities have fallen through.

“The last film I’d directed was 
‘Appaloosa,’ which was back in ’07, 
which was too long ago. I’ve been 
looking for something to direct 
since then,” Harris said.

Harris plans to do most of the 
shooting here in Montana and also 
in New Mexico, where there are 
better filming incentives.

“We plan on doing most of 
the interior shooting in New 
Mexico and the exterior shooting 
in Montana,” Harris said.

Though New Mexico’s incentives 
might be more appealing, the 
filming done in Montana will 
provide opportunities for creating 
local jobs and supporting the local 
economy.

“There are a bunch of scenes 
where we’ll need extras. We’ll 
probably have even a little bit of an 
audition for some certain smaller 
roles and see what we can come up 
with out here,” Harris said.

Ed Harris scouts out Fort Benton 
for upcoming movie

Continued on Page 2

Golden Triangle Brew Co. 
up & running

By Zach Meyer & Bethany 
Monroe DeBorde

Brewing is now underway at 
Golden Triangle Brew Co., Fort 
Benton’s new microbrewery owned 
and operated by Brandon Roberts 
and Stacia Fuzesy. Their beer 
should be ready to serve to the 
public in just a few weeks.

After securing their  state 
brewing permit on July 22, Roberts 
spent last week sanitizing his 
equipment and by the weekend he 
had placed his first batch of beer 
in the fermenter. Up until now, 
Roberts had only practiced his 
recipes doing small batch home 
brewing. While his new brewery 
is small, production is on a much 
larger scale than he’s used to.

He likened the change to a 
violinist picking up a cello for the 
first time … and playing a concert 
without any time to practice first on 
the much larger instrument.

Golden Triangle Brew Co. has 
made its home inside the Wake 
Cup Coffee House. Roberts built 
a brewing room in the back, left 
corner of the coffee shop. The 
space features windows so visitors 
can peek in on the equipment and 
brewing process.

The Wake Cup’s bar area will 
serve as the brewery’s tasting room 
and they plan to offer homemade 
pretzels and other menu items to 
enjoy alongside the house-made 
beer.

Eventually, Roberts and Fuzesy 
hope to move the brewery to the 
historic brick building they own 
on Front Street – formerly L & 
R Meats – but for now, they are 
starting on a smaller scale. The L & 
R building still needs considerable 
renovations before it can be used.

Senate candidate 
calls Loma home

By Bethany Monroe DeBorde
A Loma landowner recently 

added his name to the list of 
candidates running to represent 
Montana in the U.S. Senate.

John Mues, 45, purchased land 
in Loma in 2010 and now makes it 
his primary residence. According 
to public election records, he 
registered as a Chouteau County 
voter in March of 2019.

Mues met with the River Press in 
Fort Benton on Saturday morning, 
on his way to a Democratic Party 
event in Havre. 

He has traveled extensively for 
work in recent years as a senior 
engineer in the energy sector, but 
said he recently quit his job to 
focus on his campaign.

“I intend to visit all 56 counties 
and hold a town hall in Fort Benton 
in the near future,” Mues said.

His wife of six years, Claudia 
Carboni-Mues, works for a blood 
bank in Bellevue, Washington. Her 
job requires travel, but she is also 
able to work remotely, Mues said. 
They are expecting their first child 
in December.

So far, Mues will be running 
in  the  Democrat ic  primary 
against Helena Mayor Wilmot 
Collins. However, he expects more 
Democrats will enter the race in 
the coming months. The winner 
of the primary will run against 
Republican incumbent Sen. Steve 
Daines.

“I’m running to beat Sen. 
Daines,” Mues said. “If I thought 
any of the other current or 
prospective candidates could win 
in the general election, I wouldn’t 
be running. But they can’t and I 
can.”

Mues said he is a fourth-
generation Montanan and lived 
in Helena as a young child. The 
economic recession in the early 
1980s hit his family hard.

“My parents lost their jobs. 
To be honest with you, we even 
needed food stamps at times,” he 
said.

Continued on Page 6
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LAVA LAMPS – Charlie Bogart drops Alka-Seltzer tab-
lets into bottles of oil, water and food coloring to make lava 
lamps at the Chouteau County Library’s “Crafternoon” last 
Thursday. The library and the 21st Century PEAK grant are 
sponsoring two more Crafternoons this summer: string art for 
ages 7th grade and up on Aug. 8 and pony bead animals for 
ages 3rd grade and up on Aug. 22. Both activities start at 3 
p.m.                  Bethany Monroe DeBorde photo

LIVE THEATER COMING UP – Miles Duffy as Master Ford in the Montana Shakespeare in 
the Parks’ 2019 production of “The Merry Wives of Windsor.” This free performance is com-
ing to Old Fort Park in Fort Benton on Thursday, Aug. 8 at 6 p.m. Adrian Sanchez Gonzalez photo
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Longhorn license plates 
now available

Fort Benton Longhorn fans can 
now represent their home team on 
the road with the new Longhorn 
license plates now available from 
the Montana Department of Motor 
Vehicles.

T h e  C h o u t e a u  C o u n t y 
Courthouse currently has the new 
plates in stock. The plates are 
$30, with proceeds benefitting the 
Fort Benton Booster Club. Non-
permanent plates require a $30 
annual renewal fee.

The Fort Benton Booster Club 

organized the effort, raising more 
than $4,000 in sponsorships from 
local businesses and individuals 
to fulfill the DMV’s application fee 
for a custom license plate design. 
The plates are available for cars, 
trucks, trailers and UTVs.

Local graphic designer Joellyn 
Clark created several license plate 
design options and community 
members voted on their favorites 
at basketball games in the 2017-18 
season. The final version includes 
red text and a red Longhorn image.

GRAIN AUGERS ON SALE
POWER MOTORS - George - 799-7459

New Westfield MKX series augers
2  73x10 Westfield MKX. Lo-pro hopper.
2  83x10 MKX Westfield. Adj. axle. Lo-profile.
3  74x13 Westfield MKX. Lo-profile hopper.
94x13 Westfield MKX. Metal backbone. Adj.
84x13 Westfield Gulp 2. Drive over hopper.
94x13 Westfield MKX Gulp 2. Drive over hopper.

*** 110’ Westfield Conveyor ***
WCX 20110 big conveyor. PTO drive.

USED HARVEST AUGERS
74-13 Westfield MKX series.
71-13 Westfield MK plus series.
70-13 Brandt. Twin flight hopper.

*Large stock Westfield parts, accessories*
***Krause parts on hand***

Call George, 799-7459 at Power Motors

#ChoosePT

Ed Harris - Zach Meyer photo

SHERIFF’S OFFICE VISIT – Director Ed Harris speaks with 
Chouteau County 911 Communications Manager Kimberly 
Burdick last Wednesday at the Chouteau County Sheriff’s 
Office about his visit to Fort Benton and plans for his upcom-
ing film. The movie is based on “The Ploughmen,” a novel by 
Montana author Kim Zupan that tells of the unlikely cama-
raderie found between a sheriff’s deputy and an imprisoned 
killer.                                     Zach Meyer photo

This month’s Montana trip is 
planned to be the last outing to Fort 
Benton before filming of the movie 
begins, slated for June 9, 2020.

“I’m going to be on Broadway 
for like six months from November 
to April, so I wanted to come up 
here and try to really finalize where 
we can shoot what, because by the 
time I get out of that play, we’ve got 

seven weeks of pre-production and 
I didn’t want to spend that seven 
weeks looking for stuff – so I think 
we’re in pretty good shape,” Harris 
said. “I think it’s just a question of 
how much we can actually afford 
to shoot up here.”

While in Fort Benton, Harris 
and crew worked closely with the 
Chouteau County Sheriff’s Office.

“The people have been really 
supportive out here,” Harris said. 
“The sheriff’s department and 
the courthouse have been great. 
Everybody has been great, very 
welcoming and supportive. That’s 
one of the reasons why I want to 
shoot here.”

***
About Kim Zupan:
Kim Zupan is a Missoula-

based author originally from the 
Great Falls area. Zupan studied 
creative writing at the University 
of Montana and then became a 
carpenter for financial stability. 
“The Ploughmen” is his debut 
novel, and it received high praise 
in the media.

“Well, one is always hopeful 
about having success,” Zupan said. 
“You kind of work in a vacuum and 
you like to think it’s good and you 
never know. It’s a mistake to have 
too much hubris as a writer.”

Shortly after the novel was 
published in 2014, Zupan found 
out that Harris wanted to make a 
film about the book.

“My initial reaction was elation 
at first, of course. Very quickly that 
was tempered by the many stories 
I’d heard of books being optioned 
and films never coming from it,” 
Zupan said. “The fact that it was 
Ed Harris, whose work I’d always 
admired, made me feel like it was 
a great fit.”

T h e  s t o r y l i n e  o f  “ T h e 
Ploughmen” is one that Zupan 

has some personal familiarity with. 
It isn’t just fictitious.

“One of my best friends growing 
up became a Cascade County 
deputy. There was a career criminal 
loose at that time. The old killer 
had taken a liking to my friend,” 
Zupan said. “This story percolated 
in my head for many years, but I 
wrote many books in the interim.”

Zupan taught carpentry for 
nine years at Missoula College 
until he quit two years ago to 
pursue writing full time. He was 
a full-time carpenter for 25 years 
and occasionally still works on 
projects.

“Physically and mentally, it’s 
good for me to pull a carpentry 
gig once a month. That’s what I’ll 
be doing next week,” Zupan said.

Upon learning that Harris 
was in Montana to do some final 
scouting for the film, Zupan said he 
is excited to know that things are 
progressing with the film – but he’s 
not letting his hopes get too high.

“One has to be careful not to 
take it too much to heart. I remain 
hopeful, though,” Zupan said.

Ed Harris ... from Page 1

Signals from the Point
By Mark Johnsrud, Signal Point 

Golf Club
Many signals this week from 

the Point. Another hole in one was 
recorded, this one by Jerry LaBuda. 
It was witnessed by Jason Terry. 
The “Buda of Golf” used a seven 
iron on the 152-yard at hole number 
four. After years of coming close, 
Jerry finally came through. Much 
to Stanley’s dismay, he missed it. 

Was it a shooting star? A North 
Korean missile attack? No, it was 
Nite Golf at the Point, with 34 

participants enjoying a warm and 
starry night on the hill. The team 
of David Scott and Dale Stone 
carded a nine-hole score of 36 to 
take honors. Some question of the 
balls or players being juiced!

One sad note -- the passing of 
Dave Miller has been brought to 
our attention. Dave was a teacher 
and wrestling coach and was one of 
the early managers here at Signal 
Point. So long, Dave.

Next up here at S.P.G.C. is the 
Clubhouse Tourney on Aug. 10.

Community Van schedule
T h e  C h o u t e a u  C o u n t y 

Community Van will make just 
two trips to Great Falls in August, 
rather than going every week. Here 
is the Tuesday schedule for August:

Aug. 6 – Driver: Vicky
Aug. 13 – No van trip
Aug. 20 – Driver: Nancy
Aug. 27 – No van trip
T h e  v a n  d e p a r t s  f r o m 

the Chouteau County Health 

Department parking lot at 8 a.m. 
for the Tuesday trips to Great Falls. 
Donations are appreciated, but 
there is no charge to ride.

The Fort Benton Town Loop 
Friday route will not run in August, 
but will resume in September on 
the 13th and 27th.

Call Kellie Butler at 622-3022 for 
more information or to schedule a 
ride on an upcoming van trip.
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There are two roads in life, 
the world’s path and God’s path

Q: What does it mean when the Bible says we should walk the narrow 
way? What does that really mean? -- O.F.

A: There are two roads of life, the world’s path and God’s path. Imag-
ine a very wide road with people all walking in the same direction. In 
the center of that road is a narrow path that goes in the opposite direction 
-- it can be a lonely road -- but it’s the right road.

Jesus plainly pointed out these two roads. One is broad, lacking faith, 
convictions, morals and obedience to God. It’s the easy, popular, careless 
way. It is heavily traveled, but it leads to destruction. The other road 
is narrow and unpopular. This is why Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow 
gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 
and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” 
(Matthew 7:13-14).

People who follow the broad path are shallow. The path they choose 
is riddled with compromise. The narrow road means to stand strong for 
Christ. It is not always easy, but it is right and blessed by God.

When we find ourselves standing at a crossroads, we gaze into the 
faces of those living for popularity and self-pleasure. That road leads to 
Hell. Consider the journey and choose the way of the Lord -- the narrow 
path. Jesus is there and He is the way that leads to Heaven.

The work that Christ does in our lives is transforming. He does not 
do a superficial work. When doctors prescribe medication, its purpose 
is to begin healing the diseased organs and tissue deep inside of us. 
When Christ grants salvation, He begins a lifetime work inwardly that 
comes to the surface. This is why Jesus said, “I am the way” (John 14:6).

Reprinted with permission of Tribune Media Service, Inc. 2019

My Answer
By Dr. Billy Graham

Courtesy of Community Bible
Church of Fort Benton

GERALDINE COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
Church Office 737-4475, toll free 

1-800-290-4934; Sunday worship 
service, 9 a.m.; Fellowship and 
coffee, 10 a.m.

HIGHWOOD 
COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Ginny Bettendorf. Church 
phone: 733-5441. Sunday morning 
worship, 11 a.m. and Children’s 
Sunday School; Women’s Bible 
Study Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. at the 
church; Middle and high school 
youth groups on Wednesday

MERCY SPRINGS 
BIBLE CHURCH

Service and Children’s Church 
every Sunday at 9 a.m. at the Com-
munity Hall in Highwood. 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
CHURCH OF HIGHWOOD

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1201 Main, Kit Miller, Minis-

ter, 622-3387, fortbentonfcc.com. 
Sunday schedule – Sunday School 
for all ages 9:30 a.m., B.L.A.S.T (Jr 
church, 3 years old to sixth grade) 
at 10:45 a.m., Worship Service 10:45 
a.m.

FAITH BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
906 Chouteau, An Independent 

Bible Church. Sunday Worship, 
11 a.m.; Fort Benton Home Bible 
Study, Fridays, 9:30 a.m.; Loma/
Big Sandy Home Bible Study, 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Call 453-9225 
(Dave) or 622-5383 (Jeff) for more 
information.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH

 1223 16th St; Father Mohan Raj 
Arockia, Pastor, 622-3726, www.
iccfb.org. Mass Schedule: Sundays, 
9 a.m., with the exception of the 
first Sunday of each month, which 
will be held at 11 a.m. Weekday 
Masses: 9 a.m. Mon., Wed., Thur. 
and Fri.; Knights of Columbus, 4th 
Wed. at 7 p.m.

FORT BENTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“The Church with the Chimes,” 
1201 Chouteau, Fort Benton; 
Church Office 406-622-3763; Sun-
day School, 10 a.m.; Sunday Morn-
ing Worship, 11 a.m.; Bell Choir 
Practice, Wednesdays, 5:15 p.m.; 
United Methodist Women, third 
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1110 14th; Rev. Tim Ljunggren. 

Aug. 4: Morning Prayer, 9 a.m.

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
1600 Main St;, An Evangelical 

Free Church; 622-5171, cbcfb.org; 
Sunday Prayer, 10:15 a.m.; Sunday 
Worship, 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study at Sunrise Bluffs, 
10:30 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1202 13th St., Pastor Wade Harr, 

952-1790. Worship Service 10 a.m.; 
Communion on 1st and 3rd Sun-
days; Bible class and Sunday 
school for all ages will follow the 
worship services.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

2201 Saint Charles; Gage Gross-
man, Bishop, 622-5800; Sunday 
Sacrament 10 a.m.; Primary Sunday 
School 11:20 a.m.; Relief Society 
12:10 p.m.

GERALDINE ST. MARGARET’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Mohan Raj Arockia, 
Pastor. Standard Mass Schedule: 
Mass Sundays, 11 a.m., with the ex-
ception of the first Sunday of each 
month, which will be held at 9 a.m.

1055 Broadway Ave. W., 733-
2234; Sunday School time 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

CARTER COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
213 2nd Street, Carter; Pastor 

Evelyn Kunkel, 264-5221. Sunday 
Service 10:00 a.m.; Bible Study, 
Tuesdays 1:30 p.m.

RESTORATION UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

Corner of 2nd & Main in Loma 
(at Loma Full Gospel Church), Pas-
tor James Garrett, 621-0304. Sunday 
services at 10 a.m.

BIG SANDY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

182 1st Ave., Big Sandy; Pastor 
Sharon Robertson, 732-574-5528; 
Sundays, Worship Service, 11:30 
a.m.

Come Worship With Us

By Connlee Gray
Local host families are needed 

to give a home to foreign exchange 
students for the upcoming school 
year. 

Foreign exchange students from 
around the world often travel to 
the United States for a gap year in 
their education, experiencing life 
in an American household and 
attending an American high school. 
In exchange, they share their own 
culture and country with the local 
community. Their school year in 
the states typically doesn’t count 
toward their formal education in 
their home country, but it gives 
students an opportunity to build 
their English skills and make 
international friendships.

Last year, Fort Benton High 
School had two foreign exchange 
students, one from Spain and one 
from Kyrgyzstan.

“From the experiences that I’ve 
had last year with the two that were 
here, and living internationally, 
it’s very rare to have a negative 
experience,” said Brian Miller, Fort 
Benton Middle and High School 

principal. “It’s not just the host 
family having their eyes opened 
up, but another culture coming to 
Fort Benton and seeing that this is 
a really great community.”

Education First (EF) Montana, 
one of several exchange student 
programs that works with local 
schools, is looking for six more 
Montana homes for students 
interested in spending the next 
school year in the U.S., said EF 
Montana regional coordinator 
Annie Harman.

Many households are qualified 
to host an exchange student, 
including single parents, same-
sex couples, couples without kids 
and couples with young kids or 
teenagers. Households can also 
host a student for a portion of the 
school year if they’re unable to 
commit to the full year, Harman 
said. 

Host families and individuals 
must be at be least 25 years old 
and pass a background check 
to be eligible to host a student. 
They must also make a minimum 
of  $25,000 annually  within 

the household and not be on 
government income assistance, 
Harman said. Exchange students 
provide their own spending 
money, cell phones, electronics 
and school supplies. 

EF Montana is still looking for 
homes for six high school students, 
particularly two boys from Sweden 
and Switzerland and a girl from 
Germany. The two boys both enjoy 
playing basketball and are allergic 
to cats. The girl would like to live 
in a ranching community where 
she can hunt, fish, camp, shoot 
guns and ride horses, Harman said. 

“We tend to talk about these 
other countries in textbooks, but 
they (exchange students) come in 
and remind us that the world is 
bigger than where we are,” Miller 
said. “It forces you to challenge 
your preconceived ideas of life, 
norms, the way people live and 
their ideas.”

Harman has opened up her 
home to seven foreign exchange 
students and plans to host another 
one this year. She welcomes people 
to call her with any questions or for 
more information about becoming 
a host family. Also, EF Montana 
offers a $200 referral incentive for 
anyone who refers a host family to 
their program.

Contact Harman at 406-202-5375 
or annie.harman@efexchangeyear.
org. The deadline for some of 
her exchange students to secure 
homes is this Friday, so time is of 
the essence.

Fort Benton
Weather

Day: High: Low: Precip.:
July 15  85  59
July 16  83  52  0.02
July 17  82  51
July 18  83  39
July 19  78  43
July 20  80  44
July 21 81  43
July 22  90  61
July 23  96  62
July 24  89  47
July 25  91  55
July 26  94  57
July 27  98  53
July 28  84  53

By Kirsten Brady
Kelly and Dave Crowder and 

their two kids did get a little 
getaway this summer. They went 
to West Virginia the beginning of 
July and spent time with Dave’s 
family, mainly his mother, brother, 
grandmother and a lot of cousins. 
While they were there, they were 
able to go boating, whitewater 
rafting and just hang out at their 
cabin in Braxton while the kids 
fished and kayaked.

BUSY 4-H SUMMER
The Arrowhead 4-H club has 

been busy this summer preparing 
for the fair and doing service 
projects. They were able to do 
a road cleanup in June. Willow 
Tinklenberg has also been having 
leatherworking meetings every 
week in July in order to get the 
projects done for the fair.

Leah Johnson has been the 
rabbit leader and has hosted several 
meetings where the members were 
able to work on an agility course 
that will be at the fair for fun. She 
also has helped the kids work 
on their 4-H books and has been 
teaching the kids how to show 
their rabbits. Leah is also helping 
out with the kids who will be 
taking a lamb to the fair.

Sunday the kids who will be 
taking a steer to the fair met up 
with other kids in the county with 
4-H steers and they all washed and 
clipped their steers.

The Chouteau County Fair 
will be Friday, Aug. 16 through 
Sunday, Aug. 18 this year. I would 
encourage everyone to get out and 
support our local 4-H by looking 
at their projects and watching their 
animal events throughout the fair.

Highwood News

Host families needed for exchange 
students this school year

Golden Triangle Brew Co. 
... from Page 1

With several batches of beer now 
fermenting, Roberts hopes to be 
ready for a soft opening on Aug. 17. 
They will likely hold their grand 
opening event in late September.

He plans to involve the local 
community in finalizing the recipes 
for a couple of Golden Triangle’s 
signature brews.

He will brew two versions of 

Shepweizen American Wheat 
and two versions of Signal Point 
Scottish Ale and plans to conduct 
blind taste tests so the public can 
vote on their favorite versions of 
each.

“I always tell people, ‘these 
aren’t my beers.’ I want to work 
together to make a beer that the 
community likes,” Roberts said.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE – A lab coat and tubes hang in the new Golden Triangle Brew Co. 
brewery, a small room located inside the Wake Cup Coffee House. Owner Brandon Roberts 
started brewing beer on site this past weekend and hopes to open in mid-August.
               Zach Meyer photo
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L&R/

Benton 
Breads

1722 Front St, Fort Benton
Call: 622-FREZ (3739)

Ice Cream * Burgers
Gyros * Salads * Baskets

This week’s trivia
brought to you by:

Win a FREE
Small Sundae!

Submit your answer by noon Tuesday, 
August 6, to riverpressnews@gmail.com, 

or deliver or call in your answer to the 
River Press office. The winner will be 

selected in a random drawing from all the 
correct entries. The answer and winner will 

be announced in next week’s issue.

Mitch Stone correctly identified last 
week’s trivia photo and will receive 

$10 off his family’s subscription renewal 
to the River Press. Mitch and five others 
answered that the brick cross pictured 
last week is found on the outside of the 

Community Bible Church in Fort Benton.

WHERE 
AM I?

These circles 
are painted on the 

corner of what 
Chouteau County 

business?

RELAY RACE – Ashlee Wang, standing at left, and Etta Wicks wait on the deck and watch 
as their relay teammates jump in and begin their race across the pool during the family and 
community swim night on Monday, July 29. The swim night was a fundraiser for the Fort 
Benton Gators Swim Team and they raised more than $1,000 to go towards their funds for 
next year.                                        Zach Meyer photo 

By the Chaplain 
of American Legion 
Post 26

A s  t h e 
participants of the 
1919 caucus departed 
from Paris, France, they left with 
a mental or verbal determination 
to honor those who were buried 
and those who would come in the 
future.

The first caucus in the U.S. 
was held in St. Louis in 1919 and 
established the values that have 
prevailed to the present by the 
test of time. Three rules were 
promulgated then and are still 
lived by today:

First: The caucus would be 
totally non-partisan.

Second: No distinction would be 
based on location of service.

Third: They would always be a 
civilian organization, regardless 
of military rank. All who attend 
are equal.

The hallmark of this first caucus 
was the organizational constitution 
of the American Legion and the 

preamble, which is still spoken 
at the start of each meeting. Also 
adopted was the motto “For God 
and Country.”

The prevailing aspect of the 
procedures, unspoken but present, 
was honor. It was implicit that 
each entity would commit to the 
work to be done with integrity, 
t ransparency and steadfast 
adherence to the principles attested 
to.

We can live with honor in our 
everyday ventures by the honoring 
actions that are part of life: trust; 
noble thoughts; justification; 
purity; loveliness; of good report; 
of virtue and praiseworthiness. 
But who determines what is what?

It is you and I, as we take 
the responsibility of knowing 
ourselves: living in honor and 
giving in honor to all positive 
things and other individuals.

HONOR: Romans 2:7, “Eternal 
life to those who by patient 
continuance in doing good seek 
for glory, honor, and immortality.”

From the Heart
HONOR

By Connlee Gray
Cut Bank hosted the divisional 

swim meet last weekend, July 27 
and 28, and the majority of the 
Fort Benton Gators qualified to 
race at the state swim meet this 
weekend in Sidney. The top 12 in 
each divisional event progress to 
the state meet.

Katie Cline qualified for state 
in the 50 breaststroke and 100 
freestyle. Hailee Wang qualified 
in the 50 freestyle, 100 breaststroke 
and 100 freestyle and Ashlee Wang 
is going to state in the 50 butterfly, 
200 freestyle and 100 butterfly. 

On the boys’ side, Tyrus Reimer 
and Callum Ballantyne will 
compete at state in the 100 IM, 50 
freestyle and 50 breaststroke. Wyatt 
Cline will race the 50 freestyle, 100 
freestyle and 50 butterfly. Kaidon 
Hull will swim the 50 freestyle, 
100 freestyle and 50 backstroke. 
Teagan Reimer will compete in the 
50 freestyle, 50 breaststroke and 50 
butterfly and Andrew Ballantyne 
will swim the 50 freestyle, 100 
freestyle and 100 breaststroke.

Though he didn’t qualify for the 
state meet, Jaden Reimer shaved 
29.91 seconds off of his 50 freestyle 
time in the boys 8 and under age 
group. 

On Monday evening,  the 
swim team hosted a family and 
community swim night at the city 
pool and had a great turnout by 
kids from around Fort Benton and 
a couple siblings visiting from 
Florida. The team raised more than 
$1,000 to support the local youth 
swim program. The coaches plan to 
use some of the money to purchase 
a pace clock for the following 

season. 
These are the results from the 

divisional meet in Cut Bank (Cut 
Bank is a meter pool):

Saturday – Females
S o r a y a h  H u l l :  G i r l s  11 -

12 50 freestyle, 44.31, 15th; 50 
breaststroke, 59.16, 13th; 100 
freestyle, 1:40.38, 14th.

K a t i e  C l i n e :  G i r l s  1 1 -
12 50 freestyle, 42.54, 13th; 50 
breaststroke, 55.77, 11th; 100 
freestyle, 1:36.20, 11th. 

H a i l e e  Wa n g :  G i r l s  1 3 -
14 50 freestyle, 34.58, 7th; 100 
breaststroke, 1:43.63, 6th; 100 
freestyle, 1:17.29, 5th.

Ashlee Wang: Girls 13-14 50 
butterfly, 36.28, 3rd; 200 freestyle, 
2:40.57, 1st; 100 butterfly, 1:23.02, 
2nd. 

Males
Jaden Reimer: Boys 8 and 

under 25 freestyle, 32.63, 18th; 50 
freestyle, 1:21.52, 21st.

Keegan Reimer: Boys 8 and 
under 25 freestyle, 33.19, 21st; 50 
freestyle, 1:23.69, 23rd.

Tyrus Reimer: Boys 9-10 100 IM, 
1:49.73, 5th; 50 freestyle, 42.33, 6th; 
50 breaststroke, 55.33, 5th.

Callum Ballantyne: Boys 9-10 
100 IM, 1:49.32, 4th; 50 freestyle, 
40.74, 5th; 50 breaststroke, 54.06, 
4th.

Wyatt Cline: Boys 9-10 50 
freestyle, 36.42, 2nd; 100 freestyle, 
1:28.30, 2nd; 50 butterfly, 44.28, 1st.

Kaidon Hull: Boys 9-10 50 
freestyle, 42.37, 7th; 100 freestyle, 
1:40.77, 5th; 50 backstroke, 57.35, 
5th.

Teagan Reimer: Boys 11-12 50 
freestyle, 34.86, 3rd; 50 breaststroke, 
43.83, 1st; 50 butterfly, 46.72, 3rd.

Andrew Ballantyne: Boys 15-
19 50 freestyle, 30.64, 6th; 100 
breaststroke, 1:35.99, 4th; 100 
freestyle, 1:11.72, 6th.

Sunday – Females
Katie Cline: 50 breaststroke, 

55.76, 11th; 100 freestyle, 1:35.01, 
9th.

Hailee Wang: 50 freestyle, 33.33, 
7th; 100 breaststroke, 1:45.89, 6th; 
100 freestyle, 1:18.88, 4th.

Ashlee Wang: 50 butterfly, 25.39, 
3rd.

Males
Tyrus Reimer: 50 freestyle, 41.85, 

6th; 50 breaststroke, 53.31, 3rd.
Callum Ballantyne: 50 freestyle, 

40.88, 5th; 50 breaststroke, 56.73, 
5th.

Wyatt Cline: 50 freestyle, 37.15, 
2nd; 100 freestyle, 1:26.29, 2nd; 50 
butterfly, 45.02, 1st.

Kaidon Hull: 50 freestyle, 45.28, 
7th; 100 freestyle, 1:39.42, 5th; 50 
backstroke, 1:01.52, 6th.

Teagan Reimer: 50 freestyle, 
34.32, 3rd; 50 breaststroke, 44.74, 
1st; 50 butterfly, 46.73, 3rd.

Andrew Ballantyne: 50 freestyle, 
30.58, 6th; 100 breaststroke, 1:35.80, 
4th; 100 freestyle, 1:10.78, 6th.

Fort Benton Gators progress to state

A MICROWAVE & A MUG – Jaelyn Vielleux prepares a 
homemade cinnamon roll in a mug that she will bake in the 
microwave – one of the many simple recipes Nancy Lacha-
pelle shared with students at her college cooking class on 
Monday at the Chouteau County Library. The free class 
equipped students with budget-friendly meal ideas that can 
be prepared in a dorm room.    Bethany Monroe DeBorde photo

Mozart in the Mountains 
Festival Amadeus August 2-11 

Whitefish, Montana 

GET YOUR TICKETS @ 
Glaciersymphony.org 
or call 406.407.7000

Donate 
blood 

Aug. 14
There will be an American Red 

Cross Fort Benton Community 
Blood Drive at the Montana 
Agricultural Center on Wednesday, 
Aug. 14 from 1 to 6 p.m. To schedule 
your appointment or for more 
information, contact American Red 
Cross at 868-0911 or sign up online 
at www.redcrossblood.org.

To help address the current 
emergency blood shortage, all who 
come to give blood or platelets 
with the American Red Cross July 
29 through Aug. 29 will receive a $5 
Amazon.com Gift Card via email.

Currently, the Red Cross has less 
than a three-day supply of most 
blood types available and less than 
a two-day supply of type O blood.

Golden Age 
Center

Meals at the Golden Age Center 
are served Sunday through Friday. 
Sunday meals are served at 1 p.m. 
and weekday meals are served at 
noon. Menus for Aug. 4 through 
9 are:

Sunday – Beef burgundy, 
buttered noodles, salad, Jell-O, 
vegetables, rolls

Monday – Cabbage rolls, salad, 
buttered carrots, peach crisp

Tuesday – Chicken divan, salad, 
vegetables, Jell-O

We d n e s d a y  –  S c a l l o p e d 
potatoes, ham casserole, coleslaw, 
vegetables, baked apples

Thursday – Tuna casserole, peas, 
salad, Jell-O

Friday – Chili dogs with cheese, 
potato salad, salad, Jell-O

There is  exercising every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
9:30 a.m. Bingo is on Thursdays at 1 
p.m. The bingo winners last week 
were Carol Larson, Cindy Murphy 
and Barbara Hankins.

Idella Singer and Carol Larson 
were honored last Sunday for 
celebrating their birthday in July. 
The free meal went to Marilyn 
Leazenby.
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Community Calendar
Brought to You By:

Phone: 406.622.5489
1418 Front Street

Fort Benton, MT 59442

A Friendly, 
Knowledgeable, 
Pharmacy Staff.
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Call for quotes on all your insurance needs!
P.O. Box 128  •  1618 Front Street  •  Fort Benton, MT 59442  •  622-5033

Seated from left, Bob Pauley, Rene Buck, Jay Atchison, Zana Mayo, DeDe Bronec. 
Standing, Mike Qunell, Paul Clark, Tammy Owen, Mary Morrison and Cecilia Qunell. 

Geraldine teachers’ aides assist elementary, P.E. and science teachers in classroom 
activities. The student librarians help in the IMC as assistants to Mrs. Goldhahn. 
The photography class which is taught by Mr. Pete Magnuson has proved itself 

very valuable in the preparation of the 1977 Safari.

1977 - Geraldine School 
Teachers’ Aides

By Robyn Scribner
My, what a year! As I have 

said before, everything has been 
delayed! From spring work to 
seeding, haying and now harvest.

Not many farmers harvesting 
around Geraldine yet (and it is the 
last day of July!). If they are, it’s 
because they have land by Loma 
or Fort Benton. They seem to be 
a little earlier over in that area, as 
usual. The Chouteau County Fair 
and the start of school will be here 
before we know it, and harvest will 
be going strong and barely over!

WEDDING
Very proud grandparents 

Leonard and Myrna Stone recently 
returned from the Flathead, where 
they attended the wedding of their 
granddaughter, Cydney Finberg to 
Shonn Roberts, both of Columbia 
Falls. Cydney and Shonn are 
University of Providence students 
where Cydney plays volleyball 
for the UP Lady Argos, and Shonn 
wrestles. Cydney is the daughter of 
Angie & Cary Finberg of Columbia 
Falls. Cydney’s Uncle Scott flew in 
from Kodiak, Alaska and everyone 
enjoyed lots of family time.

CHURCH
The Geraldine Community 

Methodist Church is having either 
guest ministers, lay people or 
(hoping for) internet streaming for 
church services until a minister is 
found for them. Church will be on 
Sundays at 10 a.m.

FORT HARRISON
Fort Harrison was collecting 

items for homeless vets; the items 
were gathered last week by Post 
102. Keep this in mind for future 
reference: if you have a willingness 
to want to donate, this is a very 
worthy cause. They prefer new 
items, and they can use anything 
and everything.

Please consider making this 
a priority. I was out of town and 
missed the day, and didn’t seem 
to make it to town to drop my 
stuff off, but I will keep it for next 
time. Thanks, Bonnie – it was not 
too late!

SCHOOL NEWS
Volleyball and football practice 

starts, I believe, on Aug. 16. 
Nothing on the website yet, so I 
am just assuming. Cecilia is still 
on vacation, and not in charge of 
the website. School for the students 
starts Thursday, Aug. 22.

Summer is one of those lazy, 
uneventful times and I have not 
received any news. Like I’ve said 
before, I prefer to not make it 
up. Lack of news = short article. 
Call me: 737-4526; message me: 
robynscribner@gmail.com.

Remember those cold winter 
days ... enjoy your summer! Have 
a great week!

Over 
the 

River
in Geraldine

Geraldine 
Senior 

Citizens
Monday Aug. 5 at noon: Pulled 

pork sandwich, french fries, baked 
beans, fruit/veggie tray, banana 
bars

Wednesday, Aug. 7 at 6 p.m.: 
Lasagna, garlic bread, Caesar salad, 
green beans, peach crisp

Friday, Aug. 9 at noon: Stroganoff 
with noodles, mixed vegetables, 
fruit salad, cookies

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Permanent Part –Time positions available 
Front Desk, servers and breakfast help. 

If you are energetic and want to be  
part of a strong team, we are willing  

to train the right candidate. 

Please inquire at the  
Grand Union Hotel 

1 Grand Union Square 
 Fort Benton, MT 59442 

Or Call 622-1882 

Chouteau County Library - 
Geraldine News

We are off to a good start with 
our remodel/expansion plans, 
which can be seen on display at the 
library in Geraldine.

T h e  G e r a l d i n e  L i b r a r y 
Committee has us off to a fantastic 
s tar t  on  fundrais ing!  They 
raised $1,500 over the Geraldine 
Celebration weekend. They did 
a great job of getting out in the 
community with 50/50 and guessing 
jars fundraisers. We even had some 
folks stop in just to donate to the 
project. Thank you to everyone!

We have also been told that 
we have a backer who will match 
the fundraising $2 to $1. If we 
reach our goal of $10,000, they 
will give us $20,000! We would 
also like to thank the Chouteau 
County Library Foundation. They 
have been very supportive of our 
community’s efforts to improve and 
expand our library.

In other exciting news, Geraldine 
yearbooks are now live on the 
Montana Memory Project! At the 
moment there are only a couple 
decades available, but more are to 
be added weekly. You can browse 
them at mtmemory.org.

We have great new books 
coming from within our system, 
as well as brand new books for our 
collection. We have also received 
some amazing donations that we 
will be adding to our collection. 
Our young adult selection also has 

some new titles and we are adding 
more large print titles that are new 
and also some old favorites.

Summer programs are going 
strong, especially the preschool 
storytime. We will conclude the 
summer story time on Friday, 
Aug. 2. Fall story time will start 
on Aug. 23.

If you haven’t already stopped 
in and taken a look at  the 
marshmallow constellations and 
space alien creations our creative 
young folks have made during 
craft time, come on in and check 
it out.

COLLEGE COOKS – Nancy Lachapelle, left, offered a cooking class geared toward college 
students at the Chouteau County Library on Monday, July 29. She focused on recipes that 
could be prepared cheaply and in single-serve quantities using just a microwave, mini fridge 
and toaster. Max Lane, Kacelyn Christensen and Emily Engen were among the local stu-
dents who took advantage of the free class. The recipes they tried out included pasta dishes, 
desserts in a mug, overnight oats, rice, scrambled eggs and more. Bethany Monroe DeBorde photo

Bear Paw Development 
recertified as Food & Ag Center

B e a r  P a w  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation in Havre was recently 
recertified by the State of Montana 
as a regional Food and Agriculture 
Development Center, focused on 
assisting agricultural producers 
and entrepreneurs to add value to 
the commodities raised in northern 
Montana and elsewhere.

Bear Paw Development has 
been part of the FADC Network 
since its inception and has helped 
numerous value-added agriculture 
projects receive funding and 
become successful.  

“We are very pleased that the 
State of Montana continues to 
see the value of investing in the 
capacity of organizations like 
Bear Paw Development to help 
expand our ag-based economy and 
assist agricultural entrepreneurs 
with their value-added ideas and 

projects,” said Paul Tuss, executive 
director of Bear Paw Development.  
“Agriculture is the backbone of 
our regional economy, and doing 
what we can to enhance the bottom 
line of area producers and other ag 
entrepreneurs is key to a healthier, 
more robust economy for northern 
Montana.”

The Food and Agriculture 
Development Center Program 
is administered by the Montana 
Department of Agriculture and 
received funding through the 2019 
legislature, with centers located in 
Havre, Ronan, Joliet, Hamilton, 
Butte, Great Falls, Wolf Point 
and Bozeman.  Through funding 
included in House Bill 52 during 
the legislative session, the number 
of FADCs doubled.

A l l  FA D C s  a r e  l o c a t e d 
i n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t 

organizations that also provide 
other services to existing business 
owners or aspiring entrepreneurs.

“By being housed in existing 
economic development entities, 
the State of Montana is smartly 
leveraging existing resources for 
maximum impact to our state’s 
rural economy,” Tuss said.

Bear Paw’s FADC Director is 
Michael Peter, a native of Circle, 
graduate of MSU-Northern and 
current president of the U.S. 
Cattleman’s Association NextGen.

“I’ve spent my life involved in 
agriculture and know Montana’s 
f a r m e r s  a n d  r a n c h e r s  a r e 
productive, resourceful and some 
of the hardest workers anywhere,” 
Peter said. “However, when it 
comes to developing business 
plans, finding capital and starting 
a value-added enterprise, our 
agricultural producers and other 
ag entrepreneurs may need a little 
assistance.  That’s how our office 
can help. We are happy to assist in 
any way to help folks who have a 
value-added agriculture idea take 
the next step toward success.”

To  c o n t a c t  B e a r  P a w 
D e v e l o p m e n t ’s  F o o d  a n d 
Agriculture Development Center, 
call 265-9226 or email Peter at 
mpeter@bearpaw.org.  

B e a r  P a w  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation is a federally certified 
Economic Development District and 
a Certified Regional Development 
Corporation and serves the economic 
and community development needs 
of Liberty, Hill, Blaine, Phillips 
and Chouteau counties, as well as 
the Fort Belknap and Rocky Boy’s 
Indian Reservations.

Jul 31 Alcoholics Anonymous, FB United Methodist Church, 7 - 8 pm
Jul 31 The Crossing Choir, Grand Union, 7:30 pm
Aug 1 Preschool Summer Reading Program Finale, Library, 10 am
Aug 1 Farmer’s Market, Levee near Shep, 5 – 6 pm
Aug 3 Recycling Drop-Off, Dedman Foundation, 10 am – Noon
Aug 3-4 Stars & Celestial Bodies Workshop, Judith Landing
Aug 5-6 Chouteau County Commissioners, Courthouse, 10 am – 5 pm
Aug 5 Pinochle, Sunrise Bluffs, 1 pm
Aug 5 Dungeons & Dragons, Library, 1 - 5 pm
Aug 5 Lego Club, Library, 5:30 pm
Aug 5 City Council, Fort Benton City Hall, 6:30 pm
Aug 6 Community Van trip to Great Falls, Public Health Office, 8 am
Aug 7 Veterans Affairs Service Officer, County Health Dept., 9 am - Noon
Aug 7 Alcoholics Anonymous, FB United Methodist Church, 7 - 8 pm
Aug 8 Crafternoon, String art, Library, 3 – 4 pm
Aug 8 Farmer’s Market & Taste of Fort Benton, Old Fort Park, 5 pm
Aug 8 Shakespeare in the Parks, Old Fort Park, 6 pm
Aug 10 Clubhouse Tourney, Signal Point Golf Club
Aug 10 Entomology Workshop, Stafford Ferry
Aug 12 Chouteau County Commissioners, Courthouse, 10 am – 5 pm
Aug 12 Pinochle, Sunrise Bluffs, 1 pm
Aug 12 Dungeons & Dragons, Library, 1 - 5 pm
Aug 13 Board games for teens & young adults, Library, 3 – 5 pm
Aug 13 School Board, FB Middle/High School Board Room, 7 pm
Aug 14 American Red Cross Blood Drive, Ag Center, 1 – 6 pm
Aug 14 American Legion, Sunrise Bluffs, 7 pm
Aug 14 Alcoholics Anonymous, FB United Methodist Church, 7 - 8 pm


“Peace is the father of friend-

ship.” ~African proverb
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Jared Vielleux, Agent

Fort Benton:  (406) 622-3821
1402 Front Street
Fort Benton, MT 59442

Havre:  (406) 265-1158
302 4th Street
Havre, MT 59501

Property-casualty insurance products offered through Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance 
Company, Laramie, WY. Life insurance and annuity products offered through Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company, West Des Moines, Iowa.

HOME • FARM & RANCH • MULTI-PERIL CROP
CROP HAIL • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE • ANNUITIES

Personalized insurance services for generations.
TRUST EXPERIENCE. TRUST FARM BUREAU.

Contact me today for all your 
insurance needs!

236th Ave

 
Fort Benton  

Realty  
Residential 

(406) 622-3803 
fbrealtyresidential.homestead.com 

1426 Front Street, 
Fort Benton, 

Montana  59442      

Call us now For ALL of 
your Real Estate Needs! 

Valerie Morger 750-2866 

Pade Peterson 899-9378 

BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL 
MOTEL & HOME  Big Sandy Q’s Motel is an eight room 
motel with an attached Laundry/utility room great access and 
paved parking. Each room has a queen and dbl bed, TV, 
microwave and heat & air controls.  Wireless internet and 
Dish net TVs. Home is 5 bedrooms, 2 & ¾ bathrooms. new 
oversized 2 car garage. $325,000. 
CULBERTSON HOUSE  Historic hotel bldg w/ beautiful up-
dated apt. Restored to perfection. Waiting for your special 
dream. Possibilities of art studio, restaurant, gift shop, B & B. 
Views of Missouri River & walking bridge. REDUCED $279K 
COMMERCIAL BLDG  +/-2500 sf building w/ retail area, cold 
storage, partially fenced rear yard for security. Seller will 
consider lease/ purchase opition.1418 Main. $47,500. BUILDING LOTS 

GREAT SPOT FOR YOUR NEW HOME!!  Double car garage 
and 6 lots make this a great location to build or to position a 

new modular home!  2120 Washington.  $79,900. 
BUILDING LOTS Two vacant building lots (8400 sf).  

GREAT location at 1010 Front St. $32,000.  
MISSOURI RIVER GARDENS  5 oversized bldg lots w/ utility 

hook-up. These lots are one of a kind in newly developing 
North end of Ft Benton. 1 block to Missouri River.  

Agent owned. $50,000 per lot 

RESIDENTIAL 

RARE FIND on MISSOURI RIVER...spectacular location, 
park-like setting. 5-bd, 3-ba, remodeled kitchen/dining, 
14' travertine fireplace, floor to ceiling windows, river 
views from most of the house, 828 sf deck, concrete 
patio, garden barn, dog run, fenced garden, landscaped 
mature yard & trees, Garage. Paved drive. $425,000.  
QUALIFIED Buyer Showings Only! 615 RiverStreet  
Call Pade to schedule a showing. 
NEW on market----2 conforming/2 non-conforming bd., 
3bath, updated kitchen--granite counter tops and stain-
less steel appliances! Full basement w/spacious family 
room and lots of storage! Beautiful fenced yard with 
mature foliage! Generous corner lot..... $137,000. 2302 
Chouteau St. Call Valerie to schedule showings!! 
1107 10th ST  4-bd (2 non-conforming), 2-bath, recently 
updated home, main floor laundry, fam rm with hard-
wood floors and woodstove, lrg kitchen, & LARGE shop 
offers great possibilities! Partially finished bsmt. Corner 
lot. $145K Under Contract, Accepting Back-up Offers!! 
Call Pade to to schedule a showing!! 
1212 15th ST.  3-bd (1 non-conforming), 1.5 ba, full par-
tially finished basement, laundry rm, lrg living rm, fresh 
paint, corner lot, 1-car gar, carport, central air. Includes 
add’l 22,480 sf vacant lots on other side of street! 
$137,500.. Call Pade to schedule a showing!! 
New construction TOWNHOUSE  709 Washngton  
1 Level, 2bd., 2bath, 1500 +/- sq.ft.    Hardwood and 
ceramic tile floors, wired-in sound system,  DVD , 39" 
TV, gas fireplace, new front loading W/D. Now with 
double car garage. $164K adjacent lot can be purchased 
separately! $8K for lot.  Call Valerie for a showing! 
HOME SWEET HOME  4-bdrm (2 non-conforming), love-
ly brick fireplace, large family room, sliders to back 
deck, two detached garages, great backyard...come see 
what else this nice home has to offer! 905 Franklin. 
REDUCED TO$129,400.  Call Pade to schedule showing! 
GREAT HOME W/extra LOT RENTAL INCOME!  3-Lots, 
nice 3-bd (2 non-conforming), 2 bath home on full fin-
ished bsmt. Detached 1-car gar. New Roof. Extra utility 
service for lot that has a mobile home on it, renter pays 
own utilities. 2305 Franklin St. $119,000.  Call Pade !! 

HOMES W/ACREAGE ~ OUT OF TOWN 

AMAZING 30 ACRE HORSE PROPERTY is just minutes 
from Great Falls, on US Highway 87. Beautifully updated 
4434 sf., 4+ bedroom, 3.5 bath, cedar plank/brick home of-
fers Highwood Mountain vistas. Exceptional improvements 
include Shop/barn/stable, huge indoor riding arena, outdoor 
arena, corrals, RV pad, cross fenced pastures, and so much 
more.  A Must See!! $575,000. Call Pade for showing 
 
LOTS OF SPACE! 4+bd.,2 bath, updated flooring, kitchen 
and bath areas. Situated on 5 +/- acres, with great shop area 
that features a living/playing upstairs room! Located just 3 
miles from Chester, MT..... $210,000. Call Valerie ! 

INCREDIBLE DEAL!! 424 Broadway in Geraldine. Lots of 
character in this updated brick & frame Bungalow style. Open 
floor plan, 3-bd, 1-ba, full basement. Outbuildings. HUGE 
mature yard, garden, partial fence, above ground watering 
system (FREE exterior water usage), city utilities. Across 
from school. Butte views. Includes beautiful furnishings, ALL 
yard/garden equip! $75,000.  Call Pade  for a showing!! 

HOME + 21 ACRES  Dutton area.  Shop, small barn & tack 
room, corrals, storage bldg. Room for your horses! Small 
reservoir, Tri-County Water. Nice 4-bd, 1.75-ba home w/deck 
& covered hot tub area. $249,900.  Call Roger to schedule. 

(406)622-3803   TOLL FREE (800)406-0946 

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S
 FEATURED PROPERTIES:

Valerie Morger
(406) 750-2866

Pade Peterson
(406) 899-9378

Fort Benton Realty, LLC
We’ve got the best people working 

for YOU! Call us TODAY!

(406) 622-3803
www.fbrealty.com

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
TWO FOR ONE!!! Live in one and rent the other with this sweet 
deal in Loma. Both homes have 2-bd, 1-ba, and are on a HUGE lot, 
30,535 sf.  One home has been completely remodeled and updated.  
Both homes currently rented. 101 and 103 3rd Ave. $125,000. Call 
Pade at 899-9378 to schedule. Seller Financing Possible.

HAPPY HOME, HAPPY LIFE: This 2-plus bd, 1-ba home sits on a 
great location with Bluff views and is a block to the river. Spacious 
yard, garden spot, and detached OS single garage are just a few 
of the things you will enjoy. Call Pade to schedule a showing! 703 
FRONT ST. $119K.

1714 CHOUTEAU ST.  This is a great move-in ready 2-bd, 1-bath 
home with SO much more potential for 2 or 3 more bedrooms or 
additional living space! Hardwood floors, sliders to covered concrete 
patio, basement ready to be finished, GFA/CA, spacious lot, under-
ground sprinklers, and LARGE shop/garage. $119,500.  At this price, 
this IS a must see! Call Pade.

RENTALS NEEDED---INVESTOR WANTED!! This duplex has 
a 2 bd. unit...AND a 3 bd. unit with a partially finished basement! 
Definitely needs attention and updates but the return could well be 
worth it! Corner lot with mature landscape and spacious back-yard. 
Located at 2119 Main St.--REDUCED to $85,000. Please call Roger 
Axtman @899-4098  to view this opportunity!

RENOVATED AND READY! You will fall in love with this charming, 
completely renovated home! This 2-BD, 1 1/2-BA has a beauti-
ful new kitchen, open living/dining combination, enclosed front 
porch AND amazing all-season room, plus spacious basement w/
laundry hook-ups, large family room and storage room. Corner lot, 
conveniently located between schools. Single, detached garage. So 
much NEW you must see to appreciate! $139,900. 1100 17th St. 
Call Pade to see!

A MUST SEE! Newly remodeled, split level, daylight basement 
approx. 2,000 sq. ft., 4+bd., 2 bath home with great backyard, 
double car garage w/workshop area!  610 Franklin. Just listed @ 
$182,500! Call Valerie to schedule a showing soon!

CORNER LOT LOCATION! 1011 17th Street. between schools. 
5-BD, 3-BA home  kitchen/dining combo, living rm,  main floor 
laundry, lg family rm, office, large utility/ storage rm. Attached OS 
garage, fenced yard, RV pad, UG sprinkles, storage bldg., 2 nice 
decks, concrete patio. $188K. Call Pade to schedule a showing!

NICELY UPDATED, BIG HOUSE: (approx. 3600 sq ft)-- 4 plus bd., 
3 bath, open concept kitchen/dining/living room area. Granite coun-
ters and stainless steel appliances w/beautiful cabinets and island! 
Master bedroom w/walk-in closet & private bath! Daylight basement 
family room. Located on 4 corner lots w/shop, garage and shed 
bldgs. Call Valerie for an appt. $269,000. 606 Franklin.

BUILDING LOTS/LOTS
MISSOURI RIVER GARDENS: 5 oversized bldg. lots w/all utilities. These lots 
are one of a kind in the newly developing North end of Fort Benton. 1 block to 
the Missouri River. Between 23rd and 24th Streets! Each lot is 17,500 sq. ft. 
$55,000 per lot. Call Valerie Morger at 750-2866 or Mark Pyrak at 788-9280.

LARGE BUILDING LOT: (33,600 sq/ft) located on the NE side of Fort Benton 
(28th and River St.) with views of the City. $40,000. Call Roger @ 899-4098 for 
details.

BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL 

GREAT BUSINESS LOCATION! This updated, 25’ x 88’ commercial 
building has an incredible location---right on Front St. and across from the 
Shep statue with a gorgeous view of the Missouri River. Please schedule 
a showing to see how this space would accommodate YOUR idea/vision/
dream! NOW AT $98,000! 1408 Front Street. Call Valerie @ 750-2866 for 
an appointment.

SPECTACULAR BUSINESS BUILDING! For sale or lease. This one has 
it ALL!!! One level, ADA accessible, 5 separate office areas, spacious office 
areas, spacious reception and entry, coffee bar/break room, storage room, 
restroom, and LOTS of paved parking! The office building is +/- 1344 sf., the 
detached storage garage/building, visibility from US 283 and Fort Benton 
industrial sector. All nicely landscaped w/underground sprinkler system. 
$282,000  Call Valerie today @ 750-2866!

CLASSIC RANCHER: This 4-bd (2 non-con-
forming), 2 bath home offers open floor plan, 
2 fireplaces, great natural light, and 2720 sf of 
living space. 12,000 sf lot with beautiful privacy 
fenced backyard, deck and concrete patio, and 
2 garages. 1712 Main St. $192,500. Call Pade 
@ 899-9378 or Shane @ 788-6662 to see!

LOTS OF FEATURES Newly listed 2,090 
+/- sq ft home on 3 corner lots. 3 bdrms, 2 
baths, open kitchen/dining/living area, front and 
back decks, fenced back yard, detached 2 car 
garage with over head storage loft. Off street 
parking and driveway. 1108 9th St. $169,900. 
Call Roger @ 899-4098

MORE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
OLDER HOME ON 2 CITY LOTS (35’x120’ each) on 2120 Front St. Close 
to city park and river trail. As is condition, $29,500. Call Roger @ 899-4098.

Sale Pending

Under Contract

SOLD!

 

Grand Union Hotel 
Prime Rib Friday 

every Friday through the end of August 
Patio is open—(weather permitting) 

Call for reservations 
Summer Hours: Wed—Monday  

5:00—9:00 pm 
                   Fort Benton, MT       406-622-1882 

DEDMAN DONATIONS – A puppy and two kittens do some exploring around the piles of donations recently dropped off at 
the Florence Dedman Foundation Animal Shelter. The shelter hosted a Christmas in July event on Saturday, inviting people 
to visit the pets and bring a gift for the shelter animals if they wished. The shelter has been actively seeking donations due 
to an influx in kittens and puppies that have put them at maximum capacity.                    Bethany Monroe DeBorde photo

CHRISTMAS IN JULY – Saturday’s Christmas in July event 
at the Dedman Foundation Animal Shelter drew visitors 
to meet the many cats, dogs, kittens and puppies current-
ly available for adoption. Top: Aubree Vischer and Raylan 
Hodgson of Fort Benton pet a puppy; Middle: Liam Krause, 
grandson of Lorna and Dale Krause of Fort Benton, plays 
with the puppies; Bottom: Kurt and Sandra Larson of Fort 
Benton cuddle some kittens.       Lorna Krause photos

Recently change 
your address?

Make sure your 
newspaper follows 
you wherever your 
travels take you by 
notifying us of your 

address change:
Email: 

riverpressnews@
gmail.com

Call the office: 
(406) 622-3311

Write: 
P.O. Box 69, 

Fort Benton, MT 59442
Thank you!

Justice 
Court

Exceeding day speed limit
Alexus Shawntell Williams, Fort 

Benton, June 23, 90/70, $70.
Courtney Renae Arneson, 

Havre, July 2, 80/70, $20.
Celia Virginia Carmona, Havre, 

July 5, 90/70, $70.
Larry Steven Phillips, Bozeman, 

July 3, 80/70, $20.
Exceeding night speed 

limit
Maryanne Roger Kiley, New 

York, NY, July 2, 75/65, $20.
Ceyara Rose Plante, Havre, July 

2, 82/65, $70.
Other tickets
Mica Shawn Griffith, Big Sandy, 

July 4, Operating with expired 
registration – failure to register, 
$50.

Tyler Joseph Winterrowd, Great 
Falls, June 30, Obstructing a peace 
officer or other public servant, $250.

Bo Dean Woods, Chester, July 
12, Operate in excess of gross 
vehicle weight license, $100.

Economic stress led to his 
parents’ separation and divorce. 
His dad, a Vietnam veteran, found 
work with the postal service in 
Deer Lodge and his mom took a 
social work job in Wolf Point.

Mues said his  childhood 
experiences helped him build 
empathy for the economically 
disadvantaged. Quality public 
school teachers and coaches 
were big influencers in his life 
– especially the middle school 
teacher who encouraged him and 
a few other Deer Lodge students 
to compete in mathematics. They 
went on to win the MathCounts 
state championship.

Mues attended Helena High 
School, but finished high school 
out of state due to family matters.

Former  Congressman Pat 
Williams of Montana nominated 
Mues to attend the U.S. Naval 
Academy. Mues studied English 
as an undergraduate and played 
Division One tennis. He went on to 
become a submarine warfare officer 
and nuclear engineer in the U.S. 
Navy. He also earned parachutist 
and scuba diving qualifications 
and served several overseas tours 
of duty.

After seven years of service, 
Mues received an honorable 
discharge. Despite opportunities 
to carry his expertise into the 
corporate sector, he opted to earn 
his teaching degree from Montana 
State University through the 
Troops to Teachers program.

“I really remembered what 
helped me as a kid on the lower 
income scale,” he said.

He taught math and English 
on the Fort Belknap Indian 
Reservation for a couple years and 
then worked as a senior engineer 
in the fields of traditional and 
renewable energy. He earned his 
MBA from the London Business 
School through the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill. He met his wife, an Italian 
immigrant, while studying in 
London. She was an AmeriCorps 
volunteer and works in the 
nonprofit sector.

During his time as a teacher in 
Fort Belknap, Mues said he would 
often travel through Chouteau 
County on his way to visit his dad 
in Deer Lodge. He was struck by 
the beauty of the Upper Missouri 
River Breaks and the local area.

In 2010, he saw a Loma property 
listed for sale and decided to buy it. 
He also previously owned a cattle 
ranch near Fairfield, but he sold 
that property last year.

Mues made headlines in June 
when a movie producer working 
with him to film a campaign 
announcement video died in a 
tragic scuba diving accident at 
Canyon Ferry Reservoir.

“He had some complications in 
the water,” Mues said. “I tried to 
save him, to the point of passing 

out myself.”
His pregnant wife dove in and 

helped rescue Mues and attempted 
to rescue the producer.

“It was one of the most tragic 
days of my life,” Mues said.

Following the tragedy, Mues 
delayed his decision to enter the 
Senate race. He announced he 
would move forward with the 
campaign earlier this month.

Mues said his motive to enter 
politics is the same reason he 
joined the military and worked as 
a teacher – he wants to serve his 
country.

“I believe I have a skill set 
that can improve the lives of all 
Montanans,” he said.

He disagrees with Sen. Steve 
Daines on multiple fronts – from 
Daines’ support of tax breaks 
for wealthy corporations to his 
positions on national security and 
healthcare.

“I have a problem in general 
with his lack of leadership and 
his yes-man approach,” Mues said. 
“I’m running because I see a major 

Senate candidate ... from Page 1
problem and it needs to be fixed.”

Mues said historically high 
economic inequality is eroding 
A m e r i c a ’s  d e m o c r a c y.  H e 
wants to focus on job creation 
and improving education and 
vocational training. He wants 
to see improved healthcare to 
ensure a healthy workforce and 
supports taking a hard look at 
climate change and reevaluating 
energy sources. He also noted 
that infrastructure is crumbling 
throughout the U.S. and needs to 
be addressed.

The key is for Americans to 
think independently, not allowing 
themselves to be swayed by 
propaganda from special interest 
groups, Mues said.

“I really believe that there is 
far, far more that unites us rather 
than divides us,” Mues said. “We 
need to recognize almost all of 
us desire a stronger state and a 
stronger country. When we realize 
that we’re all trying to accomplish 
the same goals, that’s when we can 
come together.”

John Mues
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BUTCHER LAMBS FOR SALE
Raised start to finish in Highwood, MT

Reserve NOW for lamb in your freezer by Christmas
 

WHOLE (35-40#) AND HALF (15-20#) SIZES AVAILABLE
 
 

For more details, call Leah at 733-2079 or email
leah.nelson.johnson@gmail.com

SOIL CRAWL – MSU grad student and ecologist Molly Haviland and local farmer Joe Barta 
observe tanks of compost with a tour group during a Soil Crawl on Friday, July 19 at the 
Sandy Arrow Ranch north of Geraldine. Haviland and Barta create their own composting tea 
to add to their farm ground and enhance soil quality.             Connlee Gray photo

By Connlee Gray
Farmers from around the state 

and one farmer from Canada 
attended a Soil Crawl on Friday, 
July 19, sponsored by the Northern 
Plains Resource Council and 
hosted by local organic farmer 
Joe Barta and soil ecologist Molly 
Haviland. 

The Soil Crawl took place at 
Sandy Arrow (SA) Ranch, north 
of Geraldine. SA Ranch is owned 
by Eric Dillon of Seattle, but is 
operated by ranch manager David 
Martin and local farmers Mel 
Martin and Joe Barta, with help 
from MSU graduate student and 
ecologist Molly Haviland.

Barta and Haviland manage 
around 500 acres of organic farm 
ground and the Martins manage 
2 ,500 acres of  conventional 
farmland and 460 head of cattle. 
Including leased land from the 
Bureau of Land Management, the 
ranch totals well over 20,000 acres.

Various crops are grown at SA 
Ranch, including French green 
lentils, barley, oats, peas and flax.

Ranch owner Eric  Dillon 
founded Silver Creek Capital 
Management,  an alternative 
investment firm. He got involved 
with the investment industry in 
1982 when he started his career as 
a stock broker at Drexel Burnham 
Lambert. Dillon is a founding 
investor and advisory board 
member of Amazon.com. 

Dillon purchased SA ranch 
in 2013, but the ranch didn’t go 
organic until shortly after Dillon 
came into the picture. His interest 
in organic farming first began upon 
discovering potential health risks 
and hazards that chemicals have on 
plants, soils and humans, he said 
on his website, sandyarrowranch.
com. 

“It’s been certified organic for 
about a year,” Barta said. “It takes 
three years of no chemical or 
herbicides before you can become 
certified organic. We’ve been doing 
that for about four years without 
herbicides and chemical. We did 
that on the entire place, but then 
downsized to try to manage just 
about 500 acres to keep it organic 
as of right now. I think we would 
like to go back to a lot more organic 
ground in the future when we can 
prove ourselves in what we’re 
doing here.”

Dillon credits his active approach 
to becoming a semi-organic 
operation with microbiologist Dr. 
Elaine Ingham’s research on soil 
biology. Dr. Ingham owns Soil 
Foodweb, which works with soil 
testing labs to assess soil biology.

Barta attended a seminar put on 
by Haviland and Dr. Ingham and 
started following the Soil Foodweb 
program to make compost and 
build compost extracts. 

“It’s just getting biology into 

your soil that’s been lost with the 
use of chemical and herbicides 
over the years,” Barta said. 

Barta uses cattle manure from 
calving beds to create his own 
compost to lay on farm ground 
when it’s time to seed in the fall 
and early spring.

The group that attended the Soil 
Crawl got to check out a windrow 
compost pile that Barta started in 
April. The compost is comprised 
of manure, straw and corn. Every 
so often, Barta turns over the 
windrow to eliminate moisture and 
dry out the compost.

The group also viewed a 
conventional sprayer that had 
been converted to spray compost 
extract, and Barta walked through 
the process of how compost tea is 
distributed onto each seed before 
it’s injected into the ground. 

In a different outdoor compost 
area, Barta and Haviland add 
worms to tubs filled with manure 
compost for vermicomposting. In 

the shop they use a large shaker 
screen to create compost tea. Barta 
turned on the machine and showed 
the group how new foods are 
added to create the tea, which is 
eventually applied when it’s time 
to seed.

H a v i l a n d  a n d  B a r t a 
demonstrated the process of how 
compost tea and extract travels 
through a seeder and is released 
onto a seed. The most common 
way to distribute compost while 
seeding is to use a compost spreader 
or turning it into the extract that 
goes through the seeder, Barta said. 
The compost extract goes through 
a liquid injection section on the 
seeder and goes directly onto each 
seed, sending more nutrients back 
into the soil.

“What we’re trying to do is 
apply biological applications 
that can improve soil health with 
composting and soil extracts,” 
Barta said.

Soil Crawl teaches farmers 
about benefits of composting

COMPOST APPLICATOR – Soil Crawl attendees from 
around the state check out how compost tea travels through 
a seeder and fertilizes seeds at the Sandy Arrow Ranch farm 
tour on Friday, July 19. The Soil Crawl was sponsored by the 
Northern Plains Resource Council. The event was hosted 
by ecologist Molly Haviland and local farmer Joe Barta, who 
shared about the benefits of using compost on farmland.         
              Connlee Gray photo

Tyler Lane, Chouteau County 
Extension Office

It is recommended to allow a 
minimum of 30 days between the 
last harvest and the first killing frost 
in the fall to allow alfalfa plants 
time for sufficient carbohydrate 
accumulation. It is important to 
know the average date of the first 
killing frost in your area when 
determining the last harvest date. 
Frost-freeze dates for Chouteau 
County are estimated with 90% 
accuracy. Big Sandy is September 
21, Fort Benton and Geraldine are 
September 24, Loma is September 
22, and Iliad is September 18.

It is equally important that a 
stand is healthy, with adequate soil 
nutrient reserves, entering winter. 
The healthier the stand, the lower 
the chance of winter injury and/or 
winterkill occurring.

Stand age, productivity, and 
health also have implications on 
the likelihood of winter injury 
occurring. After harvesting is 
usually a good time to evaluate 
stand health. Once the plants have 
reached approximately two to three 
inches in height, it is practical to do 
a stem count. In order to do this, 
you can use a PVC or metal square 
that measures approximately 1 
foot x 1 foot. Throw the square 
randomly throughout your field in 
20-30 spots and count the number 
of stems within each square.

A healthy, productive stand will 
have at least 55 stems per square 
foot. A “marginal” stand will 
have somewhere between 40 and 
55 stems per square foot, and an 
unhealthy stand will have less than 
40 stems per square foot.

Plant counts are also helpful, 
although a little more difficult to 
quantify. In a healthy stand, the 
goal is to have at least three plants 
per square foot. Sometimes it can 
be hard to tell whether a given plant 
is coming from one crown or two, 
as plants can become intertwined, 
making them indistinguishable 
from one another.

The complete article titled 
Fall Considerations of Alfalfa 
was written by Emily Glunk, 
former Montana State University 
Extension forage specialist, and 
is located at the Montana State 
University Extension forage 
website at http://msuextension.
org/magazine/articles/1344.

Extension 
Corner

Promoting alfalfa 
longevity begins in 

late summer

Shakespeare 
in the Parks 

... from Page 1
The Missouri River Landing 

Farmer’s Market will also take 
place at the park that evening, 
rather than their normal location 
on the river levee.

After their Aug. 8 stop in Fort 
Benton, the actors will travel on to 
Great Falls to present “Henry IV” 
at the University of Providence 
on Friday, Aug. 9. After that, they 
will head to Havre to perform “The 
Merry Wives of Windsor” on the 
East Lawn at the MSU-Northern 
campus. The Fort Benton, Great 
Falls and Havre shows all start at 
6 p.m.

For the full summer tour schedule, 
visit shakespeareintheparks.org.

Montana Shakespeare in the 
Parks is an outreach program 
of Montana State University’s 
College of Arts and Architecture. It 
is funded through grants, corporate 
sponsorships, individuals and 
local businesses so they don’t have 
to charge admission fees.
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Weekly Crossword Puzzle
Brought to You By:

Communicate with 
your community 
by advertising in 
the River Press!

The River Press
(406) 622-3311

Deadline: Monday by 6 p.m.
1408 Front St, Fort Benton, MT

Ready for the next step?
Check out 

Dawson Community College
Career & Technical Programs
Seamless Transfer Degrees
Online Programs & Courses

On-Campus Housing
Flexible & Affordable

Contact us today to learn more!
406-377-9400      www.dawson.edu/learn-more

Now enrolling 
for fall! 

Note: The above  information is subject to inspection and verification by all parties who are relying on it to formulate a bid. No liability for its inaccuracy, errors, omissions, is assumed 
by the Seller or its agents. Hilco Real Estate, LLC in cooperation with Lesh & Company, LLC - Montgomery Lesh, Licensed Montana Broker #16659.

HOTEL SALE: OFFERS DUE AUG. 23
RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR HAMPTON INN 

CONVERSION AT 50% OF NEW BUILD

WELL-LOCATED 89-ROOM ASTORIA HOTEL & SUITES
201 CALIFORNIA STREET, GLENDIVE, MT

For Additional Info, Please Call or Visit our Website:

855.755.2300  HilcoRealEstate.com

INCOME PRODUCING
HOTEL

Approved for Best Western & Other Major Flags
BUILT IN 2012

• Centrally located, a 1-minute walk from Glendive Dinosaur & 
Fossil Museum & 12 minute walk to Dawson County Fairgrounds
• Local economy to benefit from approval of Keystone Pipeline
Also Available: 68-Room Hotel – Minot, ND

SHOWINGS: JULY 31 & AUG. 1, 11AM - 12:30PM

TADEJ FAMILY – Inside the historic Eagle Butte Schoolhouse with members of the Tadej family.
                   Mady Braught photo

Tadej family reunion upshot
By Bonnie E. Tadej, (206) 852-

2738
The ancestors of Petar & Olga 

Tadej celebrated their 100th 
anniversary June 21-23, 2019 to 
connect the subsequent generations 
to each other, to share our heritage 
and tether us back to our past.

Approximately 115 family 
members gathered in Fort Benton 
during this celebration. Friday 
evening led off with a meet & greet 
hosted by Jerry & Cindi Tadej of 
Santa Barbara, California (son and 
daughter-in-law of Peter & Loraine 
Tadej) at the Grand Union Hotel. 
Libations were served to lighten 
the mood, a spread of food to add 
comfort and meet & greet mixers 
to fire up the chatter orchestrated 
by Missy Laney of Los Angeles, 
California (granddaughter of 
Rosalie & Rafael Carle’).

Saturday morning, we gathered 
at Wake Cup for breakfast then 
met at the Old Bridge for family 
photos. There were eight children 
born to Petar & Olga Tadej; each 
branch was identified by a color 
coded T-shirt designed & printed 
by Krista Laney of Los Angeles, 
California (granddaughter of 
Rosalie & Rafael Carle’), Mandy 
Hill of Spokane, Washington 
(granddaughter of Carl & Anne 
Tadej) and Amanda Markel of 
Billings, Montana (granddaughter 
of Marjorie & Ray Ruth).

Following the photos, kids were 
entertained in the Old Fort Park 
with Jennifer Barker of Douglas, 
Wyoming (granddaughter of Philip 
& Evelyn Tadej), who disbursed 
goofy clown noses and oddball 
glasses. While children played, a 
cribbage tournament was launched 
by Janet Terry of Moses Lake, 
Washington (daughter of Caroline 
Tadej) in the Grand Union’s Lewis 
& Clark Room. Cribbage was a 
traditional game Petar & Olga 
taught their children to improve 
their math skills. During this 
tournament, 27 members paid a $5 
entry fee to play … and the winner, 
Ruth Tadej of Helena, Montana 
(daughter of Carl & Anne Tadej) 
scampered off with a $135 win. 

Congratulations, Ruth!
The main event took place in the 

Agricultural (Ag) Center from 3 to 9 
p.m. Capturing some attention was 
a silent auction with arousing items 
which begged to be bid upon. All 
proceeds went to the Eagle Butte 
Schoolhouse renovation. The most 
valued item was donated by Sandra 
Stillwagon of Nashville, Tennessee 
(granddaughter of Marjorie & Ray 
Ruth), a baby Taylor guitar signed 
by Faith Hill & Tim McGraw. 
Sandra is Faith Hill’s associate 
manager – woohoo, we have fumes 
of fame among us!

Our host for the silent auction, 
Henry Tadej of Great Falls, 
Montana (son of Carl & Anne 
Tadej) showcased one family 
member from each branch who 
received a $50 gift certificate for 
accomplishing greatness: Nathan 
Thomas of Fort Benton, Montana 
(grandson of Carl & Anne Tadej) 
– the youngest certified electrician; 
Evelyn Tadej  of  Geraldine, 
Montana (wife of Philip Tadej) – 
the longest living member among 
us at nearly 90 years of age; Sam 
Westerman of Billings, Montana 
(grandson of Marjorie & Ray Ruth) 
– a former cyclist and entrepreneur 
in the industry, learning the 
trade in Holland;  Taylor Tadej 
of Austin, Texas (grandson of 
Peter & Lorine Tadej) – a world 
renowned webmeister for “Mezcal 
Reviews”, Stesha Carle’ of Long 
Beach, California (granddaughter 
of Rosalie & Rafael Carle’) – 
three-time World Championship 
medalist and placed second in 
the 2016 Olympic trials in rowing; 
Clare Super of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania (granddaughter of 
Jan & Joe Super) – securing her 
PhD in Biological Anthropology; 
Art & Josephine Tadej of Great 
Falls, Montana (son & daughter-
in-law of Petar & Olga Tadej) 
first-class financial supporters; 
and Emma Terry of Moses Lake, 
Washington (granddaughter of 
Carolyn Huber) – amateur dressage 
rider.

To depict our heritage, four 
displays were on view:

THE REUNION COORDINATORS – Bonnie Tadej & Anita 
Laney coordinated the 2019 Tadej family reunion, which gath-
ered more than 100 family members in Fort Benton June 21-
23.             Mady Braught photo

TADEJ TRANSIT – The Fort Benton Longhorn cruiser bused 
85 Tadej family members to view the one-room Eagle Butte 
Schoolhouse, 30 miles outside Fort Benton.   Mady Braught photo

- Military Display to honor 24 
family members who served from 
WWII to current.

- Memorial Display to remind 
us how fragile life is, including 24 
memorial rocks hand painted by 
Don Ruth of Arvada, Colorado (son 
of Marjorie & Ray Ruth), featuring 
a landscape scene and the loved 
one’s name, birth & death year.

- Family History Display to take 
us back in time from Petar & Olga’s 
wedding in 1919 to the expansion 
of their family’s proliferation.

- Photo Family Tree with pictures 
of approximately 300 descendants 
of Petar & Olga.

Dinner was catered by Wake 
Cup, followed by a live auction 
with auctioneer Clare Super and 
assistant Meg Super of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado (granddaughters 
of Jan & Joe Super), who auctioned 
off homemade cinnamon rolls, 
cherry pies, Brows n’ Beyond & 
one center piece decoration. That 
Clare - what a hoot!

Tadej Tales & Talent Show 
celebrated our family’s natural 
aptitude. Tadej Tales consisted 
of storytelling about our family 
and an introduction of each 
family branch. Micah, Levi & 
Saige Laney of Lomita, California 
(great-grandchildren of Rosalie & 
Rafael Carle’) led us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Joe Sr. Super of 
Kalispell (husband of Jan Super) 
and grandson Sam Super of Minot, 
North Dakota took turns at the 
piano and sang songs.

Don Ruth & son, Timothy Ruth, 
of Greeley, Colorado (grandson of 
Marjorie & Ray Ruth) played their 
guitars and sang. Wyatt Westerman 
performed a musical solo & Norah 
Westerman performed a gymnastic 
routine, both of Billings, Montana 
(great-grandchildren of Marjorie & 
Ray Ruth). Clive Laney of Gardena, 
California (great-grandson of 
Rosalie & Rafael Carle’) recited a 
poem. Jerry & Cindi Tadej closed 
the celebration leading us in the 
song, “We Are Family.”

Sunday morning the Fort Benton 
Longhorn cruiser bus transported 

approximately 85 family members 
to the Eagle Butte Schoolhouse, 
30 miles east of Fort Benton. The 
schoolhouse was first built in 
1915, destroyed by a storm shortly 
after and rebuilt in 1917. Petar & 
Olga’s eight children attended this 
historical one-room schoolhouse, 
as did Carl & Anne’s oldest 
children (Nancy, Darlene, Carl Jr. 
and Jim) and Phil & Evelyn’s oldest 
children (Phyllis and Ron).

In 2004, Jack & Sharlin Arnst 
restored the exterior of the 
schoolhouse and placed it on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. Sharlin was our guest 
speaker on location. We were then 
transported to the Tadej Farm with 
the backdrop of Evelyn Tadej’s 
beautiful yard & garden she has 
tended to the past 70 years. She 
refers to this labor of love as her 
“Paradise on the Prairie.”

A picnic lunch was catered by 
the River Market and hosted by 
Ron & Carol Tadej of Geraldine, 
Montana (son & daughter-in-law 
of Phil & Evelyn Tadej) and their 
daughters, Jennifer Barker, Belinda 
Tadej of Great Falls, Montana 
& Ronda Pekovitch of Helena, 
Montana (granddaughters of Phil 
& Evelyn Tadej).

A special note of appreciation for 
family members who were integral 
in this celebratory event: Peter 
Tadej of Walla Walla, Washington; 
Jan Super of Kalispell, Montana; 
Art Tadej of Great Falls, Montana 
& Carolyn Tadej of Great Falls, 
Montana; Pete Tadej and Bob Tadej 
of Fort Benton, Montana (sons of 
Carl & Anne Tadej); John Tadej of 
Geraldine, Montana (son of Phil 
& Evelyn Tadej); Dennis Ruth 
of Springfield, Virginia (son of 
Marjorie & Ray Ruth); John & Mary 
Huber of Great Falls, Montana (son 
& daughter-in-law of Carolyn 
Huber); Helaine Clendennen of 
Milton, Florida (family friend); 
and Mady Braught of Belgrade, 
Montana (photographer).

A memorial service sealed 
this significant family reunion, 
shepherded by Peggy Tadej & Jeff 
Hafner of Silver Spring, Maryland 
(daughter & son-in-law of Phil 
& Evelyn Tadej) to remember 
those before us and spread peace 
among us. A big AMEN to the 
reunion coordinators who nurtured 
this reunion to its fruition, Anita 
Laney of Torrance, California 
(daughter of Rosalie & Rafael 
Carle’) and Bonnie E. Tadej of 
Missoula, Montana (daughter of 
Phil & Evelyn Tadej).

GARDEN TOUR – Evelyn Tadej showing the California girls 
how the garden grows at the Tadej Farm. From left, Missy 
Laney, Evelyn Tadej & Teresa Carle’.              Mady Braught photo

PARK FUN – Children’s activities in the Old Fort Park with 
clown noses & goofy glasses were part of the Tadej family 
reunion’s weekend festivities.           Mady Braught photo
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Statewide 
Classified Ads

Statewide Classified Ads are not 
screened by The River Press. Research 

all offers before proceeding. 
Any questions or complaints about 
these ads should be directed to the 
Montana Newspaper Association 

at 1-800-325-8276.

Thank you for coming to help us celebrate 
our 60th anniversary. We really appreciate 

all that our family and friends did to 
make this special time perfect. 

     Bert and Ruth Carlstrom, since 1959

Thank You

CLEAN, 1 BEDROOM APART-
MENT, furnished or unfurnished, 
$350 to $410/month. Includes hot 
water and heat. You pay electric 
and deposit. No cats/smoking. 
406-453-0044.

STUDIOS, One bedroom and Two 
bedroom units available. HUD 
subsidy available. NO income 
limits, NO age requirements. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. State of 
Montana “711” relay number for 
the hearing impaired. Call Sunrise 
Bluffs at 622-5443.

UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT:  Attractive, large, well 
maintained and recently renovat-
ed, 2 bedroom apartment in nicely 
landscaped 4-plex on quiet resi-
dential street.  Minimum six month 
lease. Application & references 
required.  No pets/no smoking. 
Available approximately Septem-
ber 1st.  $425 per month plus $75 
share of common utilities and se-
curity deposit.  Tenant responsible 
for apartment’s metered utilities. 
Contact Manager, Jim Robo in Ft. 
Benton (621-1000)

For Rent

Ad #175
Real Estate– Northwest Montana – 
Company owned. Small and large 
acre parcels. Private. Trees and 
meadows. National Forest bound-
aries. Tungstenholdings.com (406) 
293-3714

Ad #176
Authentic Timber Framed Barns. 
Residential and Commercial Tim-
ber Packages. Full Service Design 
- Build Since 1990, (406) 581-3014 
brett@bitterrootgroup.com, www.
bitterroottimberframes.com

Ad #177
Northwest Community Health 
Center (NWCHC), Libby, MT 
looking for a Data Analyst and 
Quality Improvement.  Applicant 
must hold a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration, Finance, 
economics, mathematics, statistics, 
healthcare administration, Public 
Health, information management, 
2+ years experience analyzing data 
and preparing reports, graphs and 
information analysis to team or 
workgroup is required.  1 year of 
health care system experience is 
preferred.  The Data Analyst will 
act as a quality consultant and ex-
pert on quality activities. To apply 
submit resume and cover letter 
to: Maria Clemons. (406) 283-6819 
maria.clemons@northwestchc.org

Ad #178
Northwest Community Health 
Center (NWCHC), Libby, MT, is 
seeking a professional, team-ori-
ented individual to fill its open 
Licensed Addiction Counselor 
(LAC) Position.  Applicant must 
have comprehensive knowledge of 
addiction and therapeutic change 
processes.  Applicants must have 
a MT LAC or be license eligible. 
(Required).  Applicants in the 
process of obtaining licensing will 
be considered. To apply submit 
resume and cover letter to:
Maria Clemons  (406) 283-6819 
maria.clemons@northwestchc.org

Ad #179
Northwest Community Health 
Center is looking for a motivat-
ed and team oriented Certified 
Medical Assistant or LPN to work 
full-time.  Job requires associates 
degree or higher from an accredit-
ed college, university, or technical 
school: 1 year recent or relevant 
experience in health care is pre-
ferred.  To apply submit resume 
and cover letter to: Maria Clemons 
(406) 283-6819 maria.clemons@
northwestchc.org

Ad #180
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 readers 
in Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact this 
newspaper, or the Montana News-
paper Association at (406) 443-2850 
or email stacy@mtnewspapers.com 
or member@mtnewspapers.com. 
25 words for the small investment 
of $149.

Public Notice

Public Notice

NOTICE OF FIRST 
READING OF TRAILER 
PARKING ORDINANCE
Notice is given that the first 

reading of the Trailer Parking Or-
dinance for the City of Fort Benton 
will be held Monday, August 5th at 
6:35 PM in the Council Chambers 
of Fort Benton City Hall, 1204 Front 
Street, Fort Benton, Montana for 
the purpose of obtaining public 
sentiment toward the adoption of 
this ordinance.

Copies of Ordinance 2019-02 are 
available to interested persons for 
inspection at the office of the City 
Clerk/Treasurer; 1204 Front Street 
of Fort Benton, Montana, phone 
number is 406-622-5494.

Dated this 18th day of July, 2019
BY ORDER OF THE FORT BEN-

TON CITY COUNCIL
Cindy Farwick
City Clerk/Treasurer

Publish The River Press July 24 & 31, 2019

MNAXLP

NOTICE OF FINAL 
BUDGET MEETING

Pursuant to Section 20-9-115, 
MCA, this is notice that the Trust-
ees of Geraldine K-12 Schools, 
District #3 will meet on Thursday, 
August 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room of Geraldine 
Schools for the purpose of consid-
ering and adopting final budgets 
for the 2019-2020 school year. Any 
taxpayer of the district may appear 
at the meeting and be heard for or 
against any part of the budgets.  
The meeting of the trustees may 
be continued from day to day until 
the final adoption of the district’s 
budgets.

Publish The River Press July 31, 2019

MNAXLP

7/24

Thank you to everyone that came to our 
lightning-started grass fire last week. We appreciate 

your quick response that prevented it from 
getting into any crops. Thanks so much.

  Ken, Jayne, Scott LeFurgey & Family

Thank You

Many thanks to the folks on the 
Geraldine Ambulance run and the concerned 

care received from Maggie Stoos, 
Amy Hooper and Ben Cartwright.

Hank Armstrong

Thank You

Thank you to the volunteer firefighters, 
friends and family for putting out 

the fire by Highway 87. 
Henry and Vanette Nagamori 

and Vance and Alicia Bach

Thank You

Public Notice

NOTICE OF FINAL 
BUDGET MEETING

The Board of Trustees of Fort 
Benton High School and Ele-
mentary districts will conduct its 
Final Budget Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 13, 2019. The 
Board will be considering and 
adopting the final budgets of the 
districts.  The meeting may be 
continued from day to day until 
the final adoption of the districts 
budgets.  Any taxpayer in the dis-
trict may appear at the meeting and 
be heard for or against any part of 
the budget.

Publish The River Press July 31 and August 7, 2019

MNAXLP

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
– Singleness of Purpose Group 
meets every Wednesday, 7-8 p.m. 
Fort Benton United Methodist 
Church, 1201 Chouteau St. Info: 
836-0134 or 799-4352.

FORT BENTON CEMETERY 
BOARD will meet Friday, August 
9th at 8 a.m. at the Courthouse.

Meetings

Wanted

WANT to purchase minerals and 
other oil/gas interests. Send de-
tails to: P. O. Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201.

WANTED: 1900s Whimsies. Mc-
Graw Antiques. 788-0876.

GRAIN BINS, new and used. We 
also sell Wheatland Hopper Bins 
and move bins. Call Butch for de-
tails, 737-4244.

For Sale

TRIANGLE TIRE REPAIR. Mobile 
to your farm. Call Lorne, 406-868-
5117

WILL HAUL JUNK vehicles away, 
622-5600.

TRENCHING: Complete stock        
water systems. Call Butch for de-
tails, 737-4244.

Services

Storage

CACHE STORAGE: Mini-storage 
from 7 ft. x 10 ft. to 10 ft. x 24 ft., 
406-788-1803.

JLW Properties Storage Units - 2305 
St. Charles. Small 5x10 up to 15x30 
drive throughs. 788-8164 or 788-
8166. We accept credit cards. See 
us on Facebook.

CUSTOM 
HARVEST 
CREWS:

2 HOMES AVAILABLE 
TO RENT BY THE WEEK 

DURING HARVEST
- 2 BEDROOM, fully 

furnished house in Geraldine
- AND -

- 4 BEDROOM, 2 bath home 
in the country (Geraldine), 

partially furnished

Cooking utensils & towels/
linens available for both. 

Call 737-4565 or 781-5962.    

CAREER OPPORTUNITY -- The 
Chouteau County Sheriff’s Office 
is currently looking for a full time 
DETENTION OFFICER. Starting 
wage is $13 per hour with benefits. 
Applications are available at the 
Sheriff’s office at the front window 
or call (406) 622-5451. Position is 
open until filled.

FULL-TIME CERTIFIED NURS-
ING ASSISTANT NEEDED to 
provide direct patient care to el-
derly residents.  Must have current 
CNA license or the ability to be 
trained in CNA certification for 
care of elderly.  Must be able to 
communicate effectively verbally 
and in writing.  Good attendance 
record and organizational skills is 
a plus.  Must be compassionate.  
Lifting capacity of 50lbs to 75lbs.  
Background check is required.  
Please call Carolyn @622-6153.   
Applications can be downloaded 
from http://www.mrmcfb.org/
employment.html, or picked up 
at: Missouri River Medical Center, 
1501 Saint Charles, at the Front 
Office.

Help Wanted

CRAFTING AT THE LIBRARY – Amaris Lindeman and Aspen Bogart make friendship neck-
laces at the Chouteau County Library during last Thursday’s “Crafternoon” summer activ-
ity, sponsored by the 21st Century PEAK grant and the library. Students also made lava 
lamps.                  Bethany Monroe DeBorde photo

Guest Houses

MAIN STREET CASITA – Ador-
able 4 bedroom, 2 bath, fully fur-
nished home. Rent entire house or 
partial (upper half or basement). 
2 night minimum. 1102 Main St. 
https://mainstreetcasita.wixsite.
com/fortbenton (253) 882-8689; 
Mainstreetcasita@gmail.com

THE RIVER HOUSE - Riverfront 
guest house, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
newly remodeled, furnished, free 
wireless, cable T.V. (406) 622-5298 
or (406) 622-3238.

FRANKLIN STREET GUEST 
HOUSE. 3 Bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, short term rental. Week-
end, Weekly, Monthly. (406) 733-
2261, (406) 868-8711 or jmbough@
msn.com

EMILY’S VACATION COTTAGE 
- 2 bedroom, sleeps 6, fully fur-
nished, off-street parking. Daily, 
weekly. 806 Franklin. 406-231-2764 
or 406-622-5209.

UNIQUE, HISTORIC GUEST 
HOUSE and cabins by Missouri 
River, with today’s amenities. Rent 
by night, weekend or week.  Ideal 
for quiet retreat, family reunions 
and weddings. (406) 378-3110 (800) 
426-2926. VirgelleMontana.com

The Montana Department of 
Agriculture has updated its noxious 
weed list to include ventenata 
(Ventenata dubia).

The Noxious Weed Listing 
Workgroup recommended adding 
ventenata to the Priority 2A list 
at its meeting on March 21. The 
amendment was adopted on June 
21. Priority 2A weeds are common 
in isolated areas in the state and 
require eradication or containment 
where less abundant. Management 
can be prioritized by the local weed 
districts.

“Ventenata is increasing at 
a faster rate than any invasive 
plant I have seen in Montana 
in the last 20 years,” said Jane 
Mangold, extension specialist and 
associate professor at Montana 
State University.

Ventenata, also called wiregrass, 
is an aggressive winter annual 
grass that can outcompete native 
vegetation and other invasive 
plants, including cheatgrass. It 
tends to occupy rights-of-way, 
rangeland, pastures, and agronomic 
fields where it can impact forage 
and crop production, wildlife 
habitat, and native plant diversity.

“It is important for landowners 
to know what ventenata looks 
like and how to identify it in 
the field so they are able to catch 
any infestations when they are 
small and easier to manage,” said 
Jasmine Reimer, statewide noxious 
weed coordinator. “Local weed 
districts, extension services, and 
conservation districts are available 

to assist landowners with noxious 
weed identification and creating 
management plans.”

I n f e s t a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n 
confirmed in 19 Montana counties 
spanning from Lincoln County 
to Rosebud County. Sanders and 
Gallatin counties had already 
declared it as a county listed 
noxious weed. Because infestation 
size and spread are largely 
unknown, listing ventenata as 
a Priority 2A noxious weed will 
allow counties to prioritize the 
species as needed.

Economic impacts of ventenata 
in Montana are unknown at this 
time. Few control options currently 

exist and are estimated to cost 
between $26-$75 per acre.

Ventenata is present in Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Wyoming, and 
British Columbia. It was estimated 
in 2018 that Montana had 55,000 
acres infested with ventenata.

For  more information on 
v e n t e n a t a ,  r e a d  t h e  M S U 
MontGuide, publication number 
MT201810AG.

Ventenata added to 
Montana noxious weed list

NOXIOUS WEED – The Montana Department of Agriculture 
recently added ventenata, pictured here, to its official noxious 
weed list..                           Contributed photo

Veterans 
officer visits 

Aug. 7
On Wednesday,  Aug.  7  a 

Veterans Affairs service officer will 
be in Fort Benton from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Human Services office 
at the Chouteau County Health 
Department, 1020 13th Street, and 
in Geraldine from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
the Geraldine Veterans’ Memorial 
Hall.



The River Press . Fort Benton, Montana . Wednesday, July 31, 2019 : Page 10

end up in my old dictionary.) I also 
have trouble with words like apps 
and download and help. I can never 
find the help that I need.

Oh well, I am so fortunate that I 
have Bethany, Tim, Connlee, Zach 
and Sharalee who edit for me. 
(Keep up the good work with my 
sincere gratitude.)

CINNAMON ROLLS
Last Friday was the best turnout 

for cinnamon rolls at the Golden 
Age Center. Betty baked three huge 
baking sheets of the rolls and there 
was only one left. You are Queen of 
the Cinnamon Rolls, Betty, and we 
all love you.

(I am not taking any credit, but 
several people did tell me that they 
were there because I wrote about it 
the week before. Thank you, Bill, 
for your showing up because of 
the View.)

I will remind you readers next 
month.

WHAT I DISCOVERED
I have five bird feeders, but I 

only fill one of them. It is located 
in front of my living room window. 
The other four are off the deck 
in the back of the apartment. I 
stopped filling those a long time 
ago because large black birds 
would come feed and chase the 
little birds away.

For several months this past 
spring I did not have any birds at 
all. Then all of a sudden they began 
visiting the feeder every day.

Again the same problem arose 
where the big black birds would 
chase the little ones away. I finally 
realized what was happening. I 
was filling the feeder with a pint 
of sunflower seeds and a pint of 
regular bird seed. One day I forgot 
to put in the sunflower seeds and 
no big birds came to feed.

The little finches, sparrows, and 
barn swallows feed easily. I really 
enjoy watching them fly in and out. 
I just wish that I was able to hear 
their songs like I used to hear the 
meadowlarks while on the mail 
route.

SHAKESPEARE in the PARKS
This yearly entertainment in 

Old Fort Park is on its way here. 
On Thursday, August 8 at 6 p.m. 
the performance will begin. At 5 
p.m. will be the Farmer’s Market 
and there will be lots of food to 
enjoy while you enjoy the actors 
and actresses do their thing.

So, come on along with your 
lawn chairs and a good appetite. 
If I remember correctly there are 
wonderful pieces of pie available 
amongst other good food to 
complement everyone’s menu 
choices.

Do you realize how fortunate 

View from the Bridge
By Muncie Morger
LAST MINUTE NOTICE … 

READ THIS FIRST
The committee realizes this is a 

last-minute notice, but those of you 
who read the River Press as soon as 
it comes out will be aware of this 
event in time. Please make an effort 
to attend and tell all your family, 
friends and neighbors. It will not 
take up your entire evening as it 
will be a short performance, but it 
will be well worth the effort.

The two-time Grammy Award 
winning choir “The Crossing 
C h o i r ”  f r o m  P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
Pennsylvania will be performing 
in the lobby of the Grand Union 
Hotel on Wednesday, July 31 at 7:30 
p.m. You won’t want to miss this 
fantastic performance.

SUMMERTIME
It is here at last with huge heat 

waves. Are you finding that “the 
livin’ is easy”?

Several folks said to me that 

they would like to bottle up the 
heat for next winter. (I’ll buy some 
stock in that if you come up with 
the solution.) There is not much 
moving around in town. Readers 
must be holed up with their air 
conditioning. If you are lucky 
enough to have it.

For several weeks I could not 
figure out why my three weather 
stations were reading the same 
temperature outside as inside. I 
finally realized that I had brought 
the outside temperature-reading 
gadgets inside because I thought 
they needed new batteries. They 
were immediately up to par when 
I returned them outside, and they 
now read the same as the weather 
on the Fort Benton website.

I have a difficult time keeping 
up with this modern-day tech stuff. 
(I enjoyed my new computer until 
we came to odds about spell check. 
Did we older folks spell words 
differently than today? I always 

we are here in the small town of 
Fort Benton to have some events 
going on all the time? I hope that 
you are taking advantage of the 
work that goes into getting these 
events together. It is all volunteer 
work and many hours are put into 
the planning.

A huge thank you to all those 
events planners, because without 
you no events would be happening.

VISITOR CENTER
I checked with one of the regular 

volunteers at the Visitor Center and 
he seemed to think that visitors 
(some call them tourists) have 
increased this year. If you did not 
know, the visitors come from all 
over the world.

I miss my time at the Center 
because of that reason. (I retired 
this season.) I miss their stories and 
adventures.

I still have the pleasure of talking 
to visitors when I am downtown. If 
they have the museum tags on I 
engage them in conversation. I 
spoke to a lovely young women 
who was from California but 
was born and raised in Shelby, 
Montana.

She had a Montana map and 
said she plans to visit every little 
city in Montana. She had always 
wanted to visit Fort Benton but had 
never had the opportunity. She was 
so interesting, and I wish we had a 
longer time to visit.

She, like so many people, went 
by on Highway 87 but never 
dropped down to the best kept 
secret in Montana - that being Fort 
Benton. I hope that our new signs 
on the highway interest visitors 
to drive down a few miles to see 
how beautiful the “Birthplace of 
Montana” is.

However, the best way to get the 
word out is by word of mouth - so 
talk it up, readers - loud and clear.

GOD BLESS AMERICA, OUR 
TROOPS, POLICE OFFICERS, 
F I R E M E N  a n d  W O M E N , 
WILDLAND FIREFIGHTERS 
and EMTs.

HEADERS
New & in stock: 
2019 MAC DON FD 140 (CUTTING WIDTH: 40), 

AVAILABLE IN RED, GREEN & GRAY.

FEATURED INVENTORY - Headers
For pricing and more information, contact our sales department at 406.395.6777.

2016 MAC DON 
FD75D
Double knife,
flex, transport
Cutting Width: 40’ 
Condition: Used

2014 MAC DON 
D65S - $49,000
Cross auger, 
transport, cutter bar 
poly, skidshoes
Cutting Width: 35’
Condition: Used

2015 MAC DON 
FD75S
Single knife, 
cutterbar poly, 
transport, all new 
guards and sections.
Cutting Width: 40’ 
Condition: Used

2018 MAC DON 
FD75S
Single knife, cross 
auger, spare knife, 
stubble light kit, 
transport
Cutting Width: 35’
Condition: New

2014 MAC DON 
D65
Red end shield  
Cutting width: 40’
Condition: Used

PLUS! DON’T FORGET OUR FULL PARTS & SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

2018 MAC DON 
FD140 - $79,000
Double knife, 
transport, cross auger, 
flex, used one season. 
6 to choose from. 
Cutting Width: 40’ 
Condition: Used

Carter
Weather

Day: High: Low: Precip.:
July 22  89  47
July 23  96  58  0.06
July 24  88  49
July 25  88  50
July 26  90  51
July 27  94  62
July 28  83  50
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